TITHES (KEADY.) 



R L^TURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 March 1835;— ^r, 



COPY of the Pkoceedings of an Investigation held at Armagh, of the 
Transactions which took place in the Neighbourhood of Kead^, between the 
Police and Country People, on collecting an arrear of Tithe due to the 
Reverend James Blacker, wherein one Man was killed and several tvounded j 
with a Copy of the Inquest, and all other Documents connected with that 
Transaction. 



{Mr, Dobbin.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, fo be Brinted, 
l8 April 1835. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF INVESTIGATION AT ARMAGH 



COPY of tlie PROCEEDINGS of an Investigation held at Armagh, of the 
Transactions which took place in the Neighbourhood of Ready, between the 
Police and Country People, on collecting an arrear of Tithe due to the 
Reverend Slacker, wherein One Man was killed and several wounded j 
with a Copy of the Inquest, and all other Documents connected with that 
Transaction. 



Dublin, 3 January 1S35. 

IN obedience to the commands of their Excellencies the Lords Justices, con- 
veyed to me through your letter of the 15th of December last, I proceeded to 
Armagh for the purpose of investigating the particulars of the affray which took 
place near Ready on the first of that month, between the police and certain 
country people, during the collection of tithes due to the Reverend James Stewart 
Blacker. 

The inquiry was commenced on the 29th ultimo, before the Earl of Gosford 
and myself, assisted by the following magistrates of the county, viz. The Earl of 
Charlemount, the Honourable Colonel Caulfield, Sir Thomas Molyneux, bart 
Thomas Kelly Evans, esq., John Barnes, esq., the Rev. James Stewart Blacker! 
and John Gale Jones, esq. 

It appears from the written and oral evidence adduced, that on the 1 nth of 
November 1834, the Reverend James S. Blacker, incumbent of the parish of 
Ready, applied by letter to the Right honourable E. J. Littleton for the assistance of 
a police ioTce, to enable him to collect an arrear of tithes, claimed by him to be due 
by a part of that parish for the years 1832 and 1833. 

• Littleton, by letter ofthe 14th November 1834, 

mrormed Mr. Blacker that it would be necessary to procure affidavits proviiio- some 
act ol ioicible resistance, or such other facts as would shew that life might be 
endangered or the public peace disturbed, if extraordinary measures were not 
employed, and that the magistrates would thereupon act upon their own judgment 
and responsibility ; and j\Ir. Littleton observed that one of the magistrates ought 
to accompany any extraordinary force that might be ordered out. 

Acting upon thiscommunication, Mr. Blacker procured affidavits to be made by 
James M'Elroy, Francs MsKernan and William Long, and also himself mad'e 
an affidavit. In tiiese affidavits facts were deposed to, showing- that violence had 
been used and threatened towards the persons who had attempted to collect or 
serve processes for the tithes ; and upon these documents, the two macistrafes 
before whom they were svvorn, Henry L. Prentice, esq. and Francis Strimrer, esq. 
signed a written order, dated November 28, 1S34, by which, after referring to 
the information on oath, and to the intention of Mr. Blacker to send out his col- 
Monday they directed George Stewart Hill, chief 
constable at Newtoivn Hamilton to have the attendance of as many of the police 
under his command as would be sufficient to protect them, adding that the police 
were not to be employed unless under the superintendence of a mmjistrate 

In pursuance of this requisition Chief Constable Hill, at an early hour of the 
moinmg of Monday the ist of December, collected the whole force of his district, 
^9 ™- 17 from Newtown Hamilton, and the rest from three 

reorested Tib requisition directly from Mr. Blacker, and 

requested of that gentleman a short postponement ofthe business, in order that 
the requisition should be transmitted to him through the usual medium of the 
inspector or sub-inspector, but received from Mr, Blacker a verbal reply, desiring 

hfc rrvrirl^''j| “a at eight m the morning ofthe 1st of December, a 1 
Mr. Irwme s mill. Lpon the arrival of the force near the mill, at the junction of 

.he o^e magistrate who accompanied or acted with 

othe^- mSiS L would obviously have been desirable that some 

ll ft mrS h ™ have executed this duty. Mr. Blacker, in explanation of 
this part of the case, states that he had applied to two magistrates, Mr. Stringer 

“Nfann declined to do. 

No appeaiance of violence or opposition was at first manifested, although it 

cam>ot 
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cannot be doubted, from wliat subsequently occurred, that means had been taken 
to organize a force which might be employed for that purpose, if opportunity 
should offer. From the commencement to the close of the transaction, horns were 
sounded in different directions and other signals given, the effect of which was the 
gradual and continued accession of numbers of persons from the adjoining country, 
many of whom came armed with sticks, poles, spades, pitchforks and similar 
weapons. 

The parish of Ready consists of several townlands, in some of which the land- 
lords have undertaken the payment of the tithe composition ; but in four, of which 
Crossnenagh and Carrickaduff are two, the occupying tenants continue liable. 
It was in these latter only that Mr. Blacker required the services of the police. 
Four of Mr. Blacker’s bailiffs or drivers were in attendance, for the purpose of 
collecting the arrears, and if necessary, distraining. It does not appear that any 
of the alleged defaulters had been personally required to pay, or even that any 
demand had been made at their houses. It was proved, indeed, that printed 
handbills had been posted in the parish, stating that Mr. Blacker would attend at 
the school-house in Ready, on Friday the 28th of November, for the purpose of 
receiving the arrears of tithe due for 1833, and for the preceding years. These 
notices were dated 1st November i 834. It is right to mention that the police did 
not, during any part of the proceedings, act as bailiffs, or at all interfere for the 
purpose of distraining or collecting money. This duty was discharged solely by 
the bailiffs, the police force being at some distance, although within sight. The 
drivers began in the townland of Crossnenagh, escorted by ten men, who were 
detached for this service by Mr. Hill, and under the direction of a serjeant named 
Thornhill. Mr. Hill remained behind with the main body. The distance sepa- 
rating the two parties of police was small, but in consequence of a winding in 
the road and the intervention of some high rocks, they were occasionally ot^ of 
view of each other. A bailiff remained with a cart which had been provided for 
the removal of such articles as should be seized. The object of Mr. Hill in keeping 
one party with himself, appears to have been the protection of this man. 

The first house at which the bailiff applied was that of a man named Moure. 
He refused to pay, and a cow of his was taken. This person, it was sworn, left 
his premises, and went to the top of a neighbouring hill, whence he shouted. 
People were then observed collecting, particularly from the direction of the county 
of Monaghan. No attempt, however, was made to retake the cow, nor indeed 
was any demonstration of rescue made throughout the whole time. An impres- 
sion seems to have prevailed amongst some of the parishioners, that it was no 
longer legal to demand tithes, a feeling which was probably caused, or at all 
events confirmed by the fact, that their neighbours in the adjacent townlands had 
not been called upon. Some, upon being required to pay, asked Mr. Hill if it 
was a lawful claim, and upon his assuring them that it-was, expressed their readi- 
ness to acquiesce. Whatever was the cause of their disinclination, it is evident 
that they had in most instances predetermined not to pay, for several had placed 
their cattle and goods within their houses, and fastened the doors. In conse- 
quence of the refusal of the owners to admit the bailiffs, the latter forced some 
doors ; in one or two cases, upon the bailiffs declaring their intention to do so, 
the doors were opened without farther opposition. 

Four or five distresses were taken, which were removed to the cart without any 
molestation from either the owners or the crowd collected in the fields. Mr. Blacker 
was not with the drivers during the making of the distresses, but remained on 
horseback near Mr. Hill’s party, or on a small road branching off from that on 
which the bailiffs were employed ; but in such a situation, that by riding round 
an angle he could speedily come up. 

Although no actual violence had hitherto taken place, the people continued 
to assemble, and their appearance, numbers, shouts and general demeanor were 
strongly indicative of hostile intentions. Horns were constantly sounded amongst 
them ; they huzzaed, and ran brandishing their weapons ; some of them called out 
to the police when they began to move, “ not to go until they got it.” A little 
boy came down from the crowd to the ditch next the road where Hill's party were 
stationed, and reckoned their number. He said, “ Is that all there is of you,” and 
returned to the people, with whom he seemed to communicate, and a loud cheer 
was then uttered. Mr. Hill states that two shots were also heard, one appearing 
to be an answer to the other, by way of signal. Reinforcements were regularly 
arriving, and expressions were used showing an expectation of a muster, such as 
• > 79‘ A 2 What 
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“ What keeps them.” From all these circumstances there was good ground to 
apprehend disturbance. 

After the distresses had been made, Mr. Hill and his party moved towards 
Irwine’s mill, the detachment which had been with the drivers not having- 
then rejoined their companions. The people went along with the police (Mr. Hill’s 
party,) and some entered into conversation with the men, who were, however, 
forbidden by the chief constable to speak. Expressions are sw'orn to have been 
used by some of the people, abusing Mr. Blacker, and showing violent hostility 
ao-ainst persons engaged about tithes. Mr. Hill states, that in a few moments the 
mob were concealed from his view by a little hill ; and that, upon looking round, 
he saw them emerge from behind this hill, running in an opposite direction from 
that in which they and his party had been proceeding. It then struck him that 
their accompanying the police had been merely a feint, and that they had availed 
themselves of the concealment afforded by the hill to wheel suddenly round, with 
a view of rushing down to the road, and throwing themselves between him and 
the detachment of lo, so as to cut off the latter, and then fall upon them. He 
therefore hastily faced his men about, and ordered them to run in double quick, so 
ns to effect a junction with the others. 

Meanwhile the detachment under Serjeant Thornhill, having performed the 
duty at the houses, were on their return, and observed the movement before men- 
tioned, of the people running down in the direction of a line between them and 
the chief constable. Upon seeing this, Thornhill halted his party, and ordered 
them to prime and load, which it appears they had not previously done. Thi.s 
order was heard by the multitude, and had the effect of arresting their progress, 
or at least that of the foremost of them. They stopped upon a rock or rising 
ground, about 50 or 60 perches from the road. Sticks, poles, pitchforks and 
other weapons were seen among-st them ; but no fire-arms, with the exception of 
one gun held by a man in the front, described as a ringleader. It is a very 
remarkable circumstance, that one of the drivers, who followed close after the 
police party, and who had at least as good an opportunity of observation as any 
of them, positively states that there were no fire-arms, although he corroborates 
the evidence of the constables as to the other weapons. The fact, however, that 
there was one gun has been deposed to by so many persons, that it must be con- 
sidered as fully proved. The people brandished their bludgeons and huzzaed ; 
and the man with the gun, as one of the witnesses states, appeared to be priming. 
As far as can be ascertained from the evidence, the number collected was about 
100; but reinforcements were arriving, and although the front ranks had halted, 
those behind were coming up. 

The constables having loaded, resumed their march, without any sym ptoms, on 
the part of the multitude, of a design to attack or molest them. Thornhill, upon 
seeing the man with the gun, said he would arrest him ; and desired a file of men 
to follow him for that purpose. He and two others then left the road, crossed the 
ditch, and proceeded into the field towards the crowd. The rest of his party 
■went after them. Upon Thornhill’s arrival at the rock, he stales that he called 
upon the man who had the gun to surrender. He went up to the man, seized 
hold of the gun, and attempted to wrest it from the countryman, who struggled 
to retain it. An instantaneous attack commenced upon the police. Showers of 
stones were thrown at them; repeated blows were given to them with stick.s; 
their carbines were seized, and two were forcibly taken from them. Two police- 
men were knocked down. Then, and not till then, a shot was fired, and was 
followed by several others. It is impossible to discover by whom that first shot 
was fired, but no order to fire was given. The men used their carbines, each as 
he could, without any command or regularity, and almost in actual contact with 
the multitude. One countryman named James Hughes was killed ; another was 
wounded. I could not ascertain whether any others had received injuries, 
although I tried all means to obtain information upon that point. I do not believe 
that more than one life was lost ; and although it is probable that more than one 
person was wounded, yet the number cannot have been great, no person but the 
deceased Hughes having been found upon the ground, after the retreat of the 
country people. 

The conflict was very short j it was over before Mr. Hill and his party could 
reach the place where it occurred, although it commenced in their view, and they 
were running. Upon Mr. Hills arrival, he found four of the policemen on the 
ground, two of them badly wounded. The people were running away, but two of 

' them 
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them turned about and fired shots at the police, one of whom swore that he heard 
the ball pass close beside him. These shots were fired from two of the carbines 
which had been taken from the police. They were afterwards recovered. The 
policemen, who were examined, declined to answer, whether any shots were fired 
after the people began to retreat, or whether there had been any reloadino- of 
arms. It is therefore to be presumed that this was the case ; no order, however, 
was given either to reload or to fire. The people dispersed in different directions : 
the greater number in the direction of Monaghan. Mr. Blacker was not at the 
scene of action at the commencement of the affray ; but upon seeing it, rode up 
quickly, and called out to the police to cease firing. 

It was found that a policeman named Long had received several wounds, one two 
inches and a half long on the back of the head, and one on the top; both appa- 
rently from a sharp instrument ; a contused wound on another part of the head 
and several others of a very dangerous nature ; that another constable, Irwine 
had received a wound which divided his nose transversely and penetrated down to 
the face, supposed to be caused by the prong of a pitchfork ; that Eggenton, a 
constable, had a very severe wound in the head, from which a concussion of the 
brain was apprehended, and that two others had sustained serious injuries. From 
the nature and number of these wounds, and the very short time occupied in the 
transaction, it is clear that the people must have used their weapons with o-ieat 
violence. Two of the wounded men .swore that they were knocked down and 
rendered senseless before any shot was fired, so completely senseless that they 
never heard any shot at all. 

Such are the particulars (as to be collected from the evidence) of this unfortu- 
nate occurrence, which however, it is satisfactory to think, has not been attended 
with so much bloodshed as was at first apprehended. Upon that point the case is 
still involved in some degree of mystery, none of the country people who were on 
the spot having come forward as witnesses. Being desirous, if possible, of gainin<y 
some satisfactory intelligence upon it, 1 caused application to be made to the 
priest of the parish of Ready, who stated that he was unable, of his own know- 
ledge, to furnish any, but that he had every reason to believe that there had been 
only one person killed and one wounded. 

It will be seen from the preceding detail, that the police did not use their arms, 
until they had been violently assailed, their carbines attempted to be taken from 
them, and their lives exposed to hazard. For the use of them, under the circum- 
stances which at the moment existed, they cannot therefore be fairly censured, 
even though they acted without any command from their officer. And had tins 
been the only view taken of the case, I should have no difficulty in expressing an 
opinion that they were justified by the emergency of the occasion. But I cannot 
say that I am altogether satisfied that such a necessity might not have been 
avoided. 

In the first place, it is to be regretted that Mr. Blacker or some other magistrate 
was not on the spot at tlie moment when Thornhill left the road for the avowed 
purpose of arresting one of the country people. The order of a magistrate for 
that purpose would have been more regular, and his presence might have had the 
effect of producing a submission. 

In the next place, the sending forward a detachment without being accompanied 
by an officer of greater rank than a serjeant, appears to have been injudicious, not 
only as likely to invite attack, but also as not providing sufficiently for the proper 
and prudent direction of the men, in tlie event of any difficulty. It is but due to 
Mr. Mill, however, to remark, that he miglit reasonably have thought that the 
disposition made by him was the best, with a view to the security, as well of the 
bailiffs as of the distresses, which latter it might fairly be supposed would be, 
rather than the bailiffs, the object of attack, and would therefore require the 
presence of the greater force. And it appears that Mr. Hill acted throughout with 
the utmost forbearance and coolne.ss, and at the same time with great promptitude 
and energy. It must be recollected that there was no ground on his part to 
anticipate what occurred. 

Lastly, there is reason to infer, that if Tliornhill and his party had not left the 
road, and advanced towards the people, the police might have succeeded in car- 
rying away the distresses without opposition. It is perfectly true that the mob 
had all along conducted themselves with so much violence, as to justify expecta- 
tions of an attack ; that they had furnished tliemselves with missiles and weapons 
to be so used, if opportunity should arise ; that they were an unlawful assembly of 
.179. ^ A3 persons; 
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persons ; that they had committed a misdemeanor, and that the arrest of one of 
them by a constable was a justifiable if not a laudable act. But they were not, in 
point of fact, the aggressors ; they bad not invited or threatened an immediate 
conflict; they had halted upon hearing the order to load; they had, at the most, 
but one gun ; they suffered the police to approach quite close to them, and it was 
not until the seizure of the gun that they resorted to actual violence. Under those 
circumstances it seems not improbable that even had their original design been to 
intercept and assail the detachment, they had abandoned it, intimidated by the 
order for loading, and the approach of the other party, and that Thornhill and his 
men could have kept them in check, and proceeded along the road, to join Mr. Hill, 
after which the whole force might have regained their barracks without inter- 
ruption. Thornhill himself could not have been in apprehension of an immediate 
onset, or he would not have ventured to approach the people, attended by only 
two men 

These remarks must be understood as applicable rather to the prudence than 
the legality of the proceeding, which I consider to have been in no respect con- 
trary to law. 

The coroner’s jury, it appears, returned a verdict that Hughes was murdered by 
a policeman unknown. The evidence brought forward on the investigation would 
not, as it seems to me, justify such a finding. At all events, no proof has been 
given as to the individual who fired at Hughes, and I apprehend that there is no 
legal ground for imputing the criminality (if any) of one of the party to all who 
were engaged. 

I have subjoined, to this Report, for the better information of their Excellencies 
the Lords Justices, copies of the written documents produced, and a full detail of 
the parole evidence. I should have wished the latter to have applied more 
directly to some facts connected with the case ; but the imperfection has arisen 
from the reluctance of the people of the country to come forward, notwithstanding 
the publicity of the inquiry, and the frequent intimation of the desire of those who 
presided, to receive any testimony which could throw light upon the transaction. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Rkh^ W. Greene. 



EVIDENCE given at the Inquiry by Mr. Serjeant Greene, relative to the 
Transaction near Ready. 

John Tomaney, sworn. 

I LIVE at CarrickadufF, in the parish of Ready ; I was not examined before; 
I remember ist December last; I was at Carrickaduff that day ; I saw the police 
in the morning ; I live nearly lOO perches from the place ; the police first came to 
my house ; they called at my bouse ; there were six or eight of them ; the door 
was shut ; it was locked ; I was outside ; they stood and knocked at the door ; it 
was not opened ; one or two of them went back to the broad road ; they soon 
returned ; one of them took up a stone and broke open the door; Mr. Blacker 
demanded from me eight shillings for tithe ; a cow was taken from me ; sLe had 
been put into the house ; she was taken out ; I helped out the cow ; she was taken 
to the broad road ; I got the money, and paid Mr. Blacker, and the cow was 
released ; I have got a receipt since ; the cow was released after the afiray. The 
party then went to William Kelly’s house, next door to me ; his door was shut ; 
I saw them call there ; the cow was inside ; they demanded the door to be opened ; 
it was not opened ; they broke open the door ; they waited about three minutes ; 
they took a heifer which was inside the house ; no opposition was made to taking 
the heifer; 5^. were claimed from Billy Kelly; the heifer was released that 
day ; they then went to Barney M‘Kenna’s ; I saw them there ; it was not a 
policeman who broke Kelly’s door, nor mine ; they stood by. I saw them next at 
a place near where the man was killed ; 1 did not go off my own land ; I saw 
Mr, Blacker riding in the old road ; I was not near him ; I heard several shots; 
one or two before he went up ; 1 saw the people retreating in the direction of 
the county of Monaghan ; I do not think there were above 20 running away; 1 
saw the police fire more than five or six shots ; the police were in uniform ; 1 did- 
not see any person fall ; I never was nearer than Go perches ; I heard the women 

cry 
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cry a man was dead; Ills name was James Hughes; I saw him dead ; he was a 
neighbour of mine ; I saw the body in his sister’s house, in about ten minutes 
after the fray ; I went dovvn to Paddy Smith’s, where I heard the cries ; I saw no 
one wounded ; I did not stay long at Smith’s; Hughes was wounded throuo-h the 
arm ; I did not see the beginning of the fray, nor the end ; the police collected at 
the bioad road ; I had heard no noise, except horns from the county of Monaghan ; 
I heard the horns nearly one hour before I heard the police fire ; I think there 
were horns before the police came to me ; I heard shouting ; I heard no expres- 
sions ; it was an hour or an hour and a half from the time the police first came till 
the affray ; Mr. Blacker was up at the time ; I did not see any magistrates there ; 
w'hen the horns were sounded 1 saw people collected on a hill of Mr. Irwine’s ; 
I saw no weapon that day with any countrymen ; I know W. Carr; his son paid 
the inoney for me ; 1 was dissatisfied that the money was paid, unless I got a 
receipt ; it was when we saw the police coming out that we put up the cow j die 
police and army had before collected tithe ; I heard a report that Mr. Blacker was 
to claim tithes, but I got no notice ; we did not know what the police were come 
for, but we suspected ; police were bye when my door was broken ^ police were 
as near as I was ; the breaking of the door made a noise. ^ 

Barnard M‘Kenna, sworn. 

I LIVE next to lomaney, at CarrickadufF; I was in my house; I heard the 
police were coming, I saw them coming; I put three cows, two calves, three pigs 
and an ass into the house ; I expected them to be taken; I first suspected when 
the police were coming; no demand had been made on me, but the voice of the 
country w’as that Mr. Blacker was to demand tithe ; ray father had paid two years 
before ; I expected he would demand the tithes ; I cannot say whether any demand 
was made on my father ; my father handed over the land tome; I locked the 
door; I was asked to open the door; the policemen and drivers asked me to open 
the door ; I first refused to open, but when they threatened to break it, and struck 
two blows of a spade, I opened it ; I knew what they came for ; they took two 
cows ; ^they gave one back, they only took away one; the cow was taken to 
Irvvine’s mill ; I went with her; Mr, Blacker was there, a party of the police was 
with him ; I asked Mr. Blacker how much he claimed, he said 6^. i U c?. ; I bor- 
rowed the money and paid him, and got the cow ; it was after the fray I paid 
125 . iil-f/. ; at first he asked only 6 s. but when I released the cow he 

asked 1 2 5. ii ; he said it was for two years ; I made no objection, for I wanted 
to release my cow ; I reminded him that it was only 6 s. iid. in the mornino- ; he 
said it was two years ; I staid with the cow ; I did not go to where the fray was ; 
the fray was about half a mile off ; 1 heard no horns ; I do not know how the fray 
began ; I was not examined before on this ; I took my cow home, and went to 
Hughes house ; the body was lying there ; the police were by when my door 
was struck ; my father was there ; the man who struck the door was not a police- 
man ; the cow was strained in getting out of the door; she was taken out by the 
drivers, and not by the police ; the police did not go into the house ; I was seized 
by the breast by a policeman, as I was endeavouring to save the door ; Mr. Blacker 
offered if I shewed the receipt for 1S32 to give up the tithes for 1833 5 ^^is was 
last Saturday ; I got a receipt, but have it not now ; Mr. Blacker offered me 
a certificate to enable me to get the tithes of 1 832 from ray father, who then occu- 
pied ; I said to Mr. Blacker that the disputed tithes had been paid; he said he 
would allow it if the receipt were produced ; I asked my father for it, and he said 
he had lost it; I told Mr. Blacker I had witnesses : he said he would not take 
witnesses unless I produced the receipt; I saw the door of Toraaney broken; the 
police were bye ; I am Mr. Irwine’s tenant ; I have no lease ; Tomaney has a lease 
for a life. 



Patrick Smith, sworn. 

I LIVE at Carrickaduff ; 1 was at home all the morning of the 1st December ; 
I hold eight acres odd ; I am a tenant at will ; I paid the tithe of 1832, 6^. ’]ld . ; 
there was no demand from me for 1 833 ; .1 heard of a printed notice, but did not 
see one ; I saw the police coming up ; I suspected what they were coming for; 
I shut the door because the police were coming; I locked my barn door; ray 
potatoes were in, they were worth a pound ; there was a padlock on the barn ; 
1 had a cow, a heifer and a pig. out ; one of my sons drove them off from the 
179* A 4 house; 
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bouse ; 1 live near Tomaney and IM^^Keiina • 1 saw their cattle taken away ; I saw 
no resistance made ; part of the men went with the cattle, and part came to me, 
policemen and drivers; they asked for no money, but one of the drivers asked me 
to open the door; I said I would not ; he then put Ids shoulder to the door and 
opened it; it was barred inside by the children; one of the police went in with 
a driver and searched the house ; I went after ; they took nothing ; there was 
plenty of pledge, butter, yarn, flax and potatoes; they came out and broke the 
barn door ; they did not ask me to open the barn door ; the same man broke the 
barn door ; they staid two minutes in the house ; I said there uas nothing in the 
barn but potatoes, and that there was enough in the house ; they said nothing but 
broke open the barn door at once ; the police were bye ; they took nothing at ail, 
not out of house or barn ; the man that broke the door said there was not value 
enough ; potatoes were on the floor; I saw a cart afterwards in their company ; 
they then went to Hughes (not the deceased) ; I heard the horns through the 
country that morning in all directions ; not long before the police came there were 
people on different hills ; people were collected before and after the liofns ; horns 
are sometimes sounded, but not so many as on that morning ; I heard noise and 
shouting from the hills ; the horns are sounded at certain hours by Mr. Irwine for 
the labourers ; horns were in all directions, I never heard so many before ; I saw 
people running away after the affray towards Monaghan ; I cannot say whether 
they had any thing in their hands. 

JValler M^Loughltiiy sworn. 

I LIVE in Monagan, and am tenant of Lord Templeton; my land adjoins the 
county of Armagh ; my land is within 6o perches ; I am not a parishioner of Keady ; 
I saw the police at Bryan AHArdill’s, in the comity of Monaghan ; that is near me ; 
there were one or two at first; I went down; they went on to Carrickaduff; the 
others joined at Carrickaduff ; there were between i o and 15; a man walked 
before them ; I saw the police halt ; a word to charge wms given ; they went on 
a bit and turned off towards a crowd in a field to the left ; it was not very large ; 

I saw two things in the hands of two persons, but did not see what they were ; 
there were shouts in the crowd; the police went out of the road into the field; 
they put the muzzles of their pieces to the breasts of the men in the crowd ; there 
were about 50 in the crowd ; nothing was said on either side ; I saw the crowd 
collecting from our side, viz. the Armagh side ; 1 heard no horns ; I heard a horn 
afterwards, after the affray ; the crowd caught the muzzles of the pieces; 1 saw 
struggling; I saw two policemen knocked down; I had not seen any persons 
knocked down before ; the people stood their ground and struggled ; I heard the 
police shouting something before they came up ; they went up at Once ; the people 
shouted in answer to the police ; the sticks were not raised ; I saw stones thrown ; 
this was after the struggle about the guns ; a good many stones were thrown at 
the police ; I heard shots fired nearly at the same time ; no shot was fired before 
the police put up the muzzles ; I heard several shots ; I think the stones were thrown 
before the shots : the crowd were chiefly men ; the police fired the shots ; I heard 
atleastioor 1 2 shots fired ; I heard no word of command ; I was eight or ten 
perches off; the shots were not fired in a volley ; they did not appear as if they 
intended to fire altogether; after the first shot the "people did not turn aivay; 
there was just time for them to go away ; I did not see any fall ; from first to last 
was about two minutes or more, hardly five minutes ; I saw no person act as leader 
at the fray ; nothing was said either about firing or not 5 the people went away 
after the last shot; I saw them running away; I saw no one fall then ; I neither 
saw nor heard shots whilst the people were running ; I heard two shots from below 
a ditch; the crowd was then running ; they ran the way they came ; the two shots 
came rather in front of the crowd ; the place were the two shots were fired was two 
or th»e fields off; I don't think I saw the police running, but they followed the 
people; the two shots were fired in the front of the police also; I saw a boy with 
the barrel of the gun appearing broken ; he was after the people ; 1 saw a police 
gun with a bayonet, found by my brother in the field ; I saw two policemen down 
after the firing ; they were a good while down ; I saw the people go out ; the 
police were scattered ; I saw the two police carried off on men’s backs; I saw a 
man called James Hugbe.s, in Smiths house, dead ; I saw no one down but the 
two policemen, nor did I see any other viounded ; I heard at M*ArdiU’s. that the 
tithe of Mr. Blacker was collecting ; this was the first I heard of it ; I saw no 

notices j 
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notices; I think ten minutes was the outside of the whole transaction ; I did not 
hear the police call out to the people to disperse, before they (the police) left 
the road. 

TViUiain Kerr, sworn. 

I LIVE at Carrickaduff ; there were notices given out that Mr. Blacker would 
attend to receive tithes every Friday ; I saw the police come ; I met them, and 
Mr. Blacker with them, and paid him my tithes; it was at the mill; Mr. Blacker 
had no receipt, and desired the men to get a receipt ; I went for a receipt ; I met 
the police on their return ; there were between six and seven ; Mr. Blacker was 
not with them ; they passed me ; the country people were coming along a valley 
in the line of Carrickadnff ; a good many, hardly 50 ; they were moving together ; 

I stopped ; they were heading to where the police were ; they were 40 or ,50 perches 
from me ; 1 saw a two-handed pole or pitchfork ; I saw two of them ; they had 
no other weapons ; I heard shouting ; there were some shouts ; the people stood 
on a rock at Carrickaduff ; the police headed down to them ; some one ordered 
them to prime ; one of their party gave the word ; I saw them prime ; it was the 
same number of police ; the police went into the field towards the people ; I did 
not hear the police speak to the people ; the people following them on the rock 
desired them to, stand their ground ; others were joining them ; I saw people round 
about on hills ; I heard the horns ; the police were marching up ; the police levelled 
their pieces (low) as they went along ; they were not levelled from the shoulder; 
I think they expected the people would go away ; I saw the people striving to grip 
their arms ; I saw a struggle for a short time about tire arms ; I saw the police 
striking as if at a man, with tie barrels of their guns; I saw no guns taken from 
the police ; I saw a policeman without his gun; I saw him knocked down by one 
of the people ; no shot had been then fired, nor for some time after; I saw two 
men knocked down before a shot was fired ; I saw stones thrown ; one of them 
knocked down one of the policemen; a shot was fired immediately after; there 
were a great number of shots ; I saw no one fall ; it continued a very short time ; 
not a m'inute I think ; the people then began to retreat, running their best ; I had 
heard two shots before this affray ■; the police followed for a little ; they went to the 
Castleblayney road ; the police fired after the people moved away ; the people were 
running their best; I had heard two shots before this affray, I think by the country; 
one on°the right of police and one on the left, three fields off; there were two 
parties of police ; I cannot say why the police went off the road ; there had been 
shouting, but no stones were thrown ; I saw no appearance of rescue ; I saw a man 
carried off the rock, dead ; the other party of the police were in a road ; the road 
led to the mill. 

Edtmrd Hughes, sworn. 



I AM brother of the deceased ; I live at Crossnenagh, near Carrickaduff, in the 
parish of Ready. My brother lived near me ; he had a house of his own ; we 
had a joint lease to three brothers, viz. deceased,^ Michael and myself. We paid 
our tithes the morning of the affray, and before it; the police were coming with 
Mr. Blacker; Mick paid for us all; James was present; Mick inquired of 
Mr. Blacker if it was lawful to pay, and that he would pay ; Mr. Blacker said, 
he would not go out, if it was not lawful, the money was paid on that. ^ James 
had to go to a funeral of a friend, near Carrickaduff ; I went to my sistm s , to tell 
them we had paid, and desired them to do the same; their names are Biddy and 
Nelly Hughes ; I staid awhile at my sisters’, and the affray going on when 
I came out; my sisters’ house was only five or six perches off; the police and 
people were then engaged. I saw something like poles or sticks with the people, 
two or three of them ; 1 did not stay long. I'he funeral was just above my sisters 
house ; when I came out, I saw James just above me on the out edge ot the rock, 
where the people were, he was not amongst the foremost ; I could not see him 
whilst the affray was going on. There was a party with James ; they stood out 
from the rest; neither he nor those about him were engaged in the tight i heard 
no horns ; I saw people on the hills; I stopped to look ; 1 was only two or four 
minutes there; I think I saw stones thrown from both sides;. shots were bred, 
before the stones were thrown ; I heard several shots, I cannot say bow many ; 1 saw 
him shot; he said he was done, “ murder, I am done. He walked three or 
four steps. I ran away; it was a policeman shot him; he was on ms way to 
the funeral ; the fray was between my sisters and the funeral. I saw people on 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




1© PROC^;ED^NGS OF INVESTIGATION AT ARMAGH 

Tuesday, December 30 , 1834 . 

James Hughes, sworn. 

I LIVE at Carrickaduff ; I am no relation of the deceased. I was at my house 
on the 1st of December; the police came to my house and two countrymen, they 
rapped at the door; I was outside, my wife and children were inside; the door 
was not opened ; they put their shoulders to the door, and threatened to break it. 
I then told them inside to open the door, which they did ; they went in ; there 
was a pig in the house ; they drove it out, and took it a little way. They seemed 
injuring the pig, and I said I would settle the tithe. It was a joint tithe between 
four of us, \Los.^d. in all. 'VVe were not altogether at first ; we hold by lease. 
We got back the pig, on condition of settling the tithe ; the countrymen had 
receipts, but no names in them. We went towards Mr. Blacker to Mr. Irwine^s 
mills ; as we were going, a crowd of people were in a field off the road ; there 
was a good many ; they made no great noise ; they were standing, when I first 
saw them; I saw no disturbance amongst them; I did not see where they came 
from; I was behind the police; there were eight or nine policemen; when the 
police saw the crowd, one of the police turned round and desired them to charge, 
they appeared to charge, and walked along the road a little, then stepped over 
a ditch into the field, and went to the crowd. The croud stood all this time; 
there was not a whole field between; I heard a voice say, “ stand your ground,” 
but cannot say whether it came from the police or the crowd ; the crowd stood 
whilst the police were moving ; I stood ; I saw the police come up close to the 
crowd ; I saw some hustling about some kind of weapon ; the struggling went 
on a little, a few minutes only before the firing ; I heard three or four shots fired 
nearly together ; the police and people were close together when the firing began; 
the country began to run away ; the country ran immediately when the shots were 
fired; they ran towards Monaghan; there were shots fired whilst the crowd was 
running, and in all the directions they took;, the shots came from the police; 
I saw the police going after them; they fired in the second field ; the police fired 
some shots whilst the crowd was in the second field. The police went on to the 
broad road; I saw a man down ; I saw two, a policeman and a countiyman, both 
down ; I could not see whether the policeman had any arms, or the countryman. 
I knew the deceased, but did not distinguish him at that time ; I saw him after- 
wards dead on the ground. I saw no stone thrown, I was too far off; I do not 
think the whole fight lasted five minutes ; I only saw one weapon, that is, the 
one they were fighting about ; I think there were about 40 or 50 in the crowd ; 
the weapon was like a stick. I paid tithe for 1832, viz. 1 1 . os. 6 hd.; I heard 
of a notice to pay tithes some little time before this. I heard no other shots than, 
those fired from any other quarter than the police ; I did not hear a horn that 
morning; there might be for me, as I live in the upper part of the towhland. 
I saw people on a hill that Mr. Blacker was on at first; the police could have 
gone on to the mill, without going through the field ; the road was the ready way, 
but the field would be shorter. 

George Stexvart Hill, sworn. 

I AM chief constable. I was stationed at Newtown Hamilton the 1st December. 
I received the requisition signed by the two magistrates (produced). I had 17 
men at Newtown Hamilton. The district consisted of 29 men ; the whole force 
was then at my command; 31 is my full number. I wrote to Mr. Blacker on 
receipt of the requisition, to beg a postponement of the matter, as the requisition 
did not come through the inspector or sub-inspector ; the requisition had been 
forwarded to me directly from Mr. Blacker ; I received a verbal message in reply 
from Mr. Blacker, desiring me to meet him at the place appointed, viz. Mr. 
Irwine’s mill, at the appointed time, at eight on the morning of 1 st December. I 
left Keady at seven with 21 men ; a short distance from Mr. Irwine’s we were 
joined by eight more from Middleton, Tynan and Madden; the whole were 29 ; 
we went to where the roads meet near t£e mill ; Mr. Blacker was there ; we met 
no molestation ; I saw nothing to lead me to expect disturbance ; some distresses 
had been made before we came up, but in our view ; I saw no attempt then to 
rescue ; no doors broken ; pigs and cows were taken ; they did not appear to 
have been locked up ; I had not then heard horns ; they went on distraining after 
we came ; the police did not distrain ; in the cottage at the mill I first observed 

appearances 
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appearances of resistance; they asked me whether they would be obliged to pay 
tithes for the garden ; 1 said certamly ; a man without a coat w^ho appeared to be 
the owner, asked the question ; he said it was very hard to pay when no other 
neighbouring towns did ; one said he thought they were done away with ; there 
is a general feeling there that tithes have been done away with ; one man said 
d— n ray soul if ever I pay unless I am made ; I said they ought to submit to the 
law ; there was a crowd collecting on the hill near, at this time; a miller was 
distrained, named Kelly; the police were standing on the road; I saw. no distress 
made; when we came up first lo men were told otf, and sent rather in advance 
to the right; they were sent for the protection of the drivers; the drivers were 
M'^Elroy, Francis hERorey, William Marlow and John Maxwell ; there was 
a carU'or the purpose of removing the distresses; the 19 men remained behind 
for some time, about three quarters of an hour, or an hour ; Mr. Blacker advised 
us to go round to meet the 10 men on their return ; the lo men were not out of 
my sight ; we heard horns in different parts, and two shots, one on the right, and 
the other on the left, like signal shots; they did not come from my men; I saw 
the smoke of one near a turf-stack at a house about 300 or 400 yards off; we 
could see the people about it; this was, in answer to the shot from the right ; I 
heard on the right repeated cheers ; people shouted as reinforcements came ; I 
heard the people say “ what keeps them ” ; I heard oaths, and imprecations and 
threats ; 1 saw the hills thicken, and people arriving, particularly on the right ; 
w'e saw heads behind the ditch, but could not see the persons ; we saw weapons 
with the people, poles, sticks and spades ; some of the people were within 200 
yards of us ; they did not speak to me, but they said to the police as they were 
going to old Mr. Irwine’s “ don’t go away till you get it the police had not 
then loaded their carbines ; I had ordered them to unfix bayonets ; the expressions 
were used more than once ; I saw no stones at that time ; they used menacing 
gestures, waving sticks ; they moved about ; a little boy came down and counted 
the men; he came from the crowd; he said, “is that all there is of you he 
went back to the crow-d and joined them ; there was then a cheer ; we were theri 
stationary ; the ten men were on the left , and we were on the road between them 
and the crowd ; one cow was brought, and a file of two guarding it, and given in 
charge to the bailiff who had been left with us with the cart; no opposition was 
then made ; the two men did not go back, but staid with us; the people moved a 
little as if going backwards ; I think on different hills there were from 300 to 500 
persons ; they moved simultaneously backward, as if converging or moving 
parallel to the road ; they appeared to be in concert; they shouted as they moved ; 
I brought to the right about when I saw this ; the eight men had not then rejoined 
us ; I moved towards Irwine’s mill on the Keady road ; some of the people talked 
with the men, but I desired them to keep aloof; I heard Mr. Blacker abused by 
the people immediately about us ; the crowd moved parallel to us, till we came 
to the turn of the road ; we turned up towards the mill ; one man said it was well 
they brought out the police, as no process-server would be allowed to act there ; 
Irwine’s miller joined in this ; we had not been attacked up to this time, whilst 
these expressions were going on ; I thought it was meant as a decoy, as the crowd 
then left our view and retired behind a hill ; I told Mr. Blacker to bring down the 
cart after us, and that I would go to protect the men ; I turned back again and 
went to my former station to co-operate with those in advance ; I had sent a file 
to reinforce them to the original number (10 or 1 1) ; as we went back we saw the 
crowd emerge from behind the hill running towards the detached party, as if to 
cut them off from us ; they had weapons of different descriptions ; they were not 
shouting ; they hoped, I thought, to escape observation ; I ordered the men to 
double quick ; our men were in our sight, and in line ; the crowd came within 12 
or 14 yards of the road ; there was a rock that concealed them from us for a time, 
but when I next saw them they appeared on the retreat, that is, dispersing in 
different directions, with the exception of about eight ; I had been running ; we 
crossed a ditch off the old road ; when I came up after 30 or 40 seconds from the 
time I lost sight of them behind the rock, I saw sub-constable Ford running from 
the crowd, that is, the eight or ten who had not retreated ; I saw several heads, 
and I saw from 1 2 to 20 stones thrown after him ; be was running away ; on his 
joining, two countrymen ran down a field in front of me ; instantly two shots went 
off from the two who ran down ; they had guns ; they were running from us, and 
turned and fired towards us ; these were not the first shots fired that day ; I could 
not see what^arms they were ; the ditch from which they fired was from 70 to ipo 
yards off; the rest of die men then came up, and joined us and Mr. flacker; f 
179, B 2 pursued 
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pursued the two men, and had advanced 20 yards when I saw a policeman named 
Long lying in a stubhle furrow in the field ; there was another about eight yards 
from Long endeavouring to come to me, but he was in the act of failing when I 
CuUO'ht Idm I his name is Irwine ; he was wounded j he told me to assist the others, 
as he might as well die there ; I observed a wound on his nose ; his head was cut ; 

I thought he would not live till we got to Ready ; 1 lifted Long, who was also 
desperately wounded; sab-constable Craig was also wounded above the eyebrow; 
Egginton was also badly wounded in the head ; he staggered up to us ; I saw 
sub^constable Carson, who complained that his finger was broken ; almost all in 
the advance party complained of wounds; the crowd were then dispersing*; I 
heard two shots in front, and two on my left before I came up ; some of them 
must have come from our detached party ; I think not more than six were fired 
before I came up ; they were not fired till after I saw the crowd come from behind 
the hill ; after we came up our men fired from nine to twelve shots ; the crowds 
were then in different directions ; they were running, 'retreating ; the shots were 
fired after them ; I said to the men on the right, “ take down those fellows that fired 
at me,” and they then fired ; I did not say “ fire ;” I had given no order previously ; 

I did not apprehend the people were coming back ; I don’t think any of those shots 
took effect ; I saw two policemen’s caps bloody, and two bloody pitchforks between 
where I was, and where I saw Long ; when I say the crowd was retreating, I 
mean only the crowd that attacked us ; the other crowds on the hill had not 
moved ; I think they would have hazarded another attack ; the men on the left 
said, “These are the men that chased Ford this was not before I gave the order 
to fire ; I did not see any one fall. 

Samuel Magee, Surgeon, sworn. 

I WAS called upon to visit the wounded policemen at Ready, 1st December; 
the same day I saw six in all, Long was the first ; he had a wound two and a half 
inches from back of head. [Here witness read from a memorandum, a copij of 
which is subjoined to the evidence.l Long is still ill ; the wound was not closed ; 
there were different kinds of wounds. [Here the witness detailed the particular 
nature of the wounds from a written memorandum made hy him at the time, a copy 
of which will he found in a suhequent part of the Appendix.'\ 

Patrick Hughes, sworn. 

I AM son of the deceased; I am 16 or 17 years of age; I lived with my father 
at Crossnenagh, in Ready parish ; my father owed tithes to Mr. Blacker ; 
I remember the day the police came ; I was at home, so was my father ; 
I saw them at our house ; there were drivers ; I think the tithe was paid before 
they came ; there was no seizure made ; my father went to Mr. Blacker to pay 
the tithes ; the police did not stop at our house, they went bye ; I did not 
see them stop at any house ; they stopped at the rock on the road ; there 
were many on the road ; there was not a great crowd ; I think there were 
not 20; they were standing ; I saw the police go into the field ; I was standing 
at my aunt’s turf-stack, looking on ; the people stood on the rock ; 1 was near 
enough to distinguish the faces in the crowd ; I saw the police go up to the 
people ; my father had not come back from paying his tithe ; I heard a noise of 
people running; I saw no fighting or struggling; I saw some sticks with the 
people ; there was no spade, but I saw pitchfork shafts ; I did not see them waved 
about ; I saw no engagement ; my father was on the path : it goes over the rock ; 
he was standing when 1 first saw him ; he was at the end of the crowd, at the end 
near me ; the first thing I saw was my father shot by a policeman ; I would not 
know him ; there were about a dozen policemen ; my father was not in the crowd ; 
I saw no stones thrown ; I went to my aunt’s ; I came out after a short time, and 
went up to my father ; there were only a few about him ; there were some women ; 
1 saw the police going down the rock after the country, and firing at them; the 
people were running ; my father was a little above the policeman who fired, rather 
below him ; my father’s side was to him ; the policeman was about two yards off 
when he fired ; I hear a horn every morning; I heard one that morning; there 
had been some disturbance before the shot was fired ; I saw crowds on the hills ; 
that is not usual; my father lived at a different side of the mill from my aunt; 
I saw people running; this made me go out; I went to my-aunfs ; the high road 
was the direct way ; I went through the fields a near cut ; I went part of the way 
through the road; the people were running dowii the hill towards the rock; 

I could 
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I could not see the people running from my father s house ; I joined the people 
when they were going to my aunt’s house ; I stopped, and they went on ; I saw 
some of my neighbours ; I knew them by their countenances ; it was the same 
party that was on the rock ; I saw two-handed clubs and sticks with them ; I 
thought they were going to meet the police ; there were not so many as 20 or 30 ; 
there were many children ; there were some women ; they were running towards 
the police ; I saw the police at Irwine’s mill, the crowd was running between them 
and the other police ; if they continued running they would have gone between ; 
I thought it likely there would be a fight. • 



Henry Thornhill^ sub-constable, sworn. 

I WAS one of the party ; I was then constable, and had charge of the party, 
that is the 1 1 ; they were detached ; we had three or four drivers ; at one house 
they attempted to rescue a prisoner ; I ordered to fix bayonets ; our pieces were 
not loaded ; threats were used at the first house ; one man d — d his soul if he 
would let the police bring him ; the people gathered round ; I saw them gathering, 
that was the first appearance of gathering I saw ; I had not then heard boms ; 
we brought back the prisoner to the main body ; we then went to , the left on to 
the rock ; distresses were taken, and sent by some of the men ; the people at this 
time were gathering on the hills at a good distance ; I then heard horns in three 
different places; some doors were broken, others threatened, four houses were 
distrained; it took an hour and a half; during this time the crowd increased all 
the time ; the horns continued sounding, and there were shouts ; hats were waving 
as signals ; after distraining, we were returning to the main body ; there was 
about a quarter of a mile between ; the main body were in sight when we began 
to move back ; a small hill then shut them out of view ; I was beside the party ; 

I saw the crowd running in a line between the two bodies of police ; I think the 
whole body of the crowd amounted to about 100 ; they were running fast and 
shouting ; I ordered the men to halt, and prime and load; the crowd was then 
coming on ; they were about two fields off; there was another party walking after 
us, there were 15 or 20 ; I desired them to stand back ; they would not ; they were 
close upon us ; the other party was within a few perches at this time ; I marched 
on ; the party behind followed ; I came within a short distance of the running party ; 

I saw one man with a gun, apparently a ringleader ; it was a dark stock gun, like a 
fowling piece ; I saw no other gun ; I saw pitchforks and grapes, and large stones, 
and bludgeons ; there were five or six pitchforks only ; there were a great number of 
bludgeons; the leader appeared to be priming his gun; the sticks were brandished ; 

I ordered a file of two men to follow me, as 1 intended to arrest that man ; I came 
up, and cocked my piece ; we then stepped out towards the man ; I think we were 
within three perches or less of him ; he levelled the gun low, and was raising it to 
his eye ; I took my gun up to my eye, and said, “ If you bring her to your eye, 

I will shoot you;” he then lowered the gun ; I then sprang upon him, and arrested 
him, and took the gun ; he resisted, and when I arrested him, the people gathered 
found and rescued him, and attempted to take my arms ; they did not succeed ; 
I never retook that man ; I think I would know him ; we three crossed first to 
make the arrest ; the rest of the party followed when they saw me attacked ; the 
whole party came up ; the crowd had taken a stand in the field on a rock near the 
road side ; it was a bye-road ; part of them had come to a halt before the man 
appeared to prime, and before we left the road ; we three first went up, whilst the 
front were standing, and made the arrest ; the three were about two perches in 
front of the rest of the party ; my cap was knocked off; I saw one cf my men 
lying down about a minute and a half; I saw a volley of stones thrown ,• i think 
the stones threw the men down ; the crowd was between 50 and 100 ; the stones 
were large ; I saw a stone aimed at one man ; when they attempted to take the 
arms, and had rescued the prisoner, a shot was fired ; I did not give any order to 
fire ; there could not have been any other shot before that, other shots were hred, 
eight or nine were fired; I heard no order to fire; I considered our party m 
danger; I believe the people would have followed if we had retreated ; the gun 
from the crowd was not fired; I saw Egginton down, and Long; I think we 
could not have escaped, if Mr. Hill had not come up, as we had only four effective 
men; after the shots were fired, the mob stood their ground, and threw stoims;, 
they stood about a minute and a half; they then retreated, but not till Mr, Hill 
came up * after the people retreated, I will not say whether any shots were fired ; 



came up 
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I heard shots fired as the people were retreating, which I think did not come from 
the police ; after Mr. Hill came up, I heard four or five shots ; I would not have 
left the road, if I had not seen the man with the gun; I think I would liave 
arrested the man at all events, as being the head of such a crowd ; I ordered the 
men to load in consequence of the appearance of the country ; before I arrested 
the man, I called upon him to surrender ; this was before he raised the gun. 

William Longy sub-constable, sworn. 

I WAS one of those under charge of Thornhill j as we were coming back, I saw 
a very large crowd, and many coming to them from different directions ; I first 
saw them on a hill above the main body of police ; I heard horns sounded ; it 
continued at least two hours ; the crowd moved towards us, with a horn blowing ; 
I think the foremost of the party had the horn ; there was a rock at this time 
between us and the main body of police ; the crowd were moving with pitchforks 
grapes and bludgeons of sticks ; they were shouting ; I saw one gun with a man 
in front ; they stopped about three perches from us ; we went towards our main 
party ; as we went along, they were coming up ; our serjeant said, “ They have 
firelocks with them,” and ordered us to prime and load, which we did ; he said he 
would make that man a prisoner, and take the carbine from him, and ordered a file 
to go with him ; I, and Irwine, and two others went with him ; when we came 
within five or six yards of the people, the man presented the carbine low to the 
serjeant; the serjeant said “ If you shoot at me, I’ll blow the head off of you,” and 
presented his carbine ; the man then shifted his carbine, as if not going to shoot • 
the serjeant then went forward, and took the carbine ; several people then began 
to lay on the serjeant with sticks ; I saw him get blows of sticks ; I saw his cap 
knocked off ; I ran forward to keep off the crowd from him ; a person seized hold 
of my carbine, and attempted to take it ; about six or seven laid on me with sticks 
on the head ; I was knocked senseless ; no shot had been then fired, nor had any 
order to fire been given ; I had not discharged my carbine ; I recollect nothino- 
till Mr. Hill took me up ; I think I would know some of the people; the crowd 
were coming very fast on us; some of the crowd were between us and our main 
body ; I could not see any stones thrown ; when we were approaching the crowd, 
I saw that some of them had stones in their hands. ’ 



John Irwine, sworn. 

I Aar a sub-constable; I was of Hill's party, and was one of the lo men 
detached with Thornhill ; as we came back, I saw a crowd of men coming 
armed mith different kinds of W'eapons, pitchforks, clubs and sticks ; I saw one 
musket or fowling-piece in front. They were blowing horns, shouting and 
cheering, and crying “ Come on boys,” running very furiously towards us. When 
Thornhill gave the order to prime and load, they stopped not far from us. Thorn- 
hill went towards them, to make the man with the gun a prisoner ; they closed on 
him. I went in with Thornhill; he endeavoured to arrest the man- he was 
rescued. I endeavoured to push them off with my carbine. They opposed me ; 
when I got them off Thornhill, they closed on me with weapons, pitchforks, poles 
and clijbs. I was beaten severely, and knocked down and robbed of mv arms. 
There had been no firing at that time ; I was knocked senseless, and never heard 
any firing ; as long as I had my senses, there was no firing. The mob said at 
different tunes before the fray, that they would pay no tithe. I do not know what 
I was struck with; I was wounded all over; the inside case of my watch was 
dinged. The crowd might be between 50 and 1 00. People were coming up aU 
the time to reinforce them. I was the next knocked down after the serjeant I 
had not fired. I think I should know some of the crowd. 



Reverend James Stewart Blacker. 

I AM incumbent of the parish, of Ready ; it was at my request the party went 
out; I am a magistrate; I knew that a magistrate ought to accompany them; we 
started about 7, and arrived about 8 ; we first stopped at Moore’s, at Crossnenagh ; 
he owed tthes for three years; I demanded his tithes from him; he did not offer 
to pay ; 1 distrained a cow outside ; he said, “ we should not keep her lono- no 
attempt was made to rescue ; he went up the hill, and shouted out loud: the 
cow wa,s afterwards released ; we next went to Hanratty ; he paid ; we then 

went 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




15 



RELATIVE TO TRANSACTIONS AT READY (Ireland.) 

went to Hughes, who paid. In Carrickaduff, we first met opposition at another 
Hughes ; his doors were locked ; he owed a year for 1 833 ; 1 demanded, 
admission, which was refused ; I went to another Hughes, whose house was 
also shut; on my return, I met the first Hughes, who said, “You will go 
home faster than you came, for by G — d we will make you;” the 10 police 
were then in sight on the hill ; I arrested him in my capacity of magistrate 
and called the police, to whom I gave him in charge ; whilst doing so, the 
people ran up to the top of the hill, and shouted ; I heard them say, VVhat the 
h— 11 keeps the Monaghan people Hughes expressed contrition, and I let him 

go ; a boy came down, and counted the police ; he went back to the crowd ; I 
heard the horns sounding all day ; not as usual, but in the direction of Monaghan ; 
no attempt was made to rescue any distress ; Irwine’s miller, Kelly, was very 
abusive ; he would not pay tithe ; his cow was distrained ; Mr. Irwine had noticed 
me to take the tithes of 1834 ; I agreed, stating that his property was in arrear, 
some for 1833, some for 1 832, and a few for 1831 ; and offered him the arrears, 
with 15 per cent, reduction ; he refused ; he begged I would notice them to pay ; 

I got bills printed, and sent them to his steward; I did not see any of them 
posted ; I came up after the fray ; I saw Long and Irwine down ; the people were 
running away ; one policeman then fired, but it was because he was falling ; the 
ball passed close to me, although I was coming in an opposite direction ; I think 
I heard 5 or 6 shots fired ; I had seen the crowd collecting in all directions ; I 
saw appearance of weapons, pitchforks; one had a turf spade; Mr. Stringer 
resides near me ; I had applied to two magistrates to go out, but they declined ; 
I thought it right to go myself ; I applied to Mr. Stringer and Mr. Olpherts ; I 
had attempted, the December before, to serve civil biU processes r' the process 
server was nearly killed, and his house was attacked; there was a trial about it; 
I had not demanded the tithes ; 1 had never done so ; I did not deviate from my 
usual course ; Mucknagh is the adjacent parish ; I demanded no money out of 
the million ; these four townlands were the only part of the parish not taken by 
the landlord; I did not apply for the million ; M‘=Kenna had not paid his tithe 
of 1832 ; on the arrest of Hughes, I said to the men not to be rash ; the parish- 
was compounded in 1826. 



Wednesday, December SI, 1834 . 

Williajn Gollaker, sworn. 

I AM a policeman ; I was one of the party on the 1st December ; I was one of 
the ten under Thornhill ; I was with the drivers. I saw one door broken in, and 
a cow taken out, whilst we returned the people were collecting together in a very- 
violent manner with forks and weapons, such as long poles. I saw .one fife-lock 
with them ; it was in the front of the body; at first they were moving quick, 
apparently to close in on us ; we were going back to join the main body ; we got 
orders to prime and load ; when they heard that, they stopped. It was in a 
field, only part of the field off; we went on the road a little way ; when the fire- 
lock was observed, the Serjeant went over the ditch, and the rest followed; he 
said there was a fire-lock ; we followed ; Thornhill went up, and got hold of the 
fire-lock ; the stones then began to be thrown ; I saw people stoop down to get 
stones ; there were numerous stones ; I had heard cheering before we came up ; 
I saw some of our men knocked down with stones ; I saw Egginton knocked 
down • I saw them beating at Irwine and Long with poles ; I did not see what 
became of the fire-lock; the serjeant did not get the fire-lock from the man; I 
saw stones thrown in all directions ; I am sure the stones were thrown belore a 
shot was fired, so was the beating with the poles ; I cannot say how many shots 
were fired ; I asked him whether any of the party reloaded and fired 
he declined to answer ; the people encouraged each other in Irish ; I did not 
hear any order given to fire. \JVitness declined to answer whether any were 
wounded except Hughes:^ I have reason to believe others were wounded of the 
country people ; when the firing began, the people continued for some time to 
stand their ground, and throw stones ; I saw stones thrown after a shot w’as fired ; 
I was struck with a stone ; I cannot say whether it was before or alter the tiring, 
Eo-o-inton was knocked clown ; I am not certain whether any from our men were 
knocked down before the firing, but I saw them beaten before ; the people ran in 
different directions towards the mountain. [JViiness declined to answer whether 
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there was any firing after the people ran.] One shot was fired after they .began to 
run ; I am only certain of one; before the breaking of the door, a demand was 
made that it should be opened ; it was the drivers who made the demand. 

John Boland, sworn. 

I AM a sub-consiable ; I was placed between the cart, and the place of the fight ; 
I was not one of the ten ; I was left to keep up communication, and protect 
Mr. Blacker ; I had observed appearances of people collecting ; I heard horns, 
and shots fired from the Monaghan side ; I heard one or two ; these shots could 
not have come from our men; I saw people running in different directions; I 
heard them waving their hats and shouting to our party not to go away 
until they would gather; they were on a hill, and w-e in a hollow under them; 
I had not loaded at the time ; this shouting, &c. took place both before and after 
Thornhill was sent on ; I dare say it lasted an hour ; Mr. Hill ordered us to run 
double quick ; the people were running from the Monaghan side towards our ten 
mem; the country reached the ten men before we got forward; I heard shots, 
but could not see ; I was standing ; I saw Mr. Blacker running towards the place ; 
I ran down to the place ; I saw smoke, and I saw a countryman who had been 
running, turn round and fire towards the police ; he was about 50 yards off them ; 
I saw shots fired after that ; I cannot say any more were fired by the country 
people ; the people appeared numerous ; they ran away scattered ; I kept to the 
right of the ground to meet the rest of the party, and joined ; four men were left 
with the cart ; I saw the wounded policeman ; I heard there were more of the 
country wounded ; I did not see them ; I did not fire or go into the field ; the 
whole thing might occupy ten minutes ; I saw things like pitchforks with the 
people ; when the countryman fired, the police were all together ; Mr. Blacker 
did not come forward, till all was over; three of our men lost their arms ; did 
not wish to answer whether the police fired, after tlie people ran. 

William McCann, sworn. 

I AM a sub-constable ; I was out on the 1st December ; I was sent with Thorn- 
hill ; we saw a great many on hills, huzzaing and waving hats ; we heard horns 
and shouts, both before and after Thornhill was sent ; I saw one door broken ; 
as we returned, some of the people came after us ; they did not carry weapons or 
make a noise ; the other party left the hill, and came running and shouting towards 
ns ; they had staves, pitchforks and one gun ; the gun was in front ; we were 
waiting; w^hen about 20 or 30 yards off we had orders to prime and load; they 
then halted ; the serjeant ordered them to mark the man with the gun, and ordered 
a file to go with him over to the man to arrest him ; they went, and the rest fol- 
lowed ; we did not move till the serjeant was attacked ; the man seemed to pre- 
sent his gun to tlie serjeant ; he (the serjeant) seemed to be about to take the gun ; 

. the people then began with sticks and stones ; this was immediately ; there were a 
great many stones thrown ; I saw some of our men beaten with sticks ; I saw the 
serjeant struck, and his cap falling off ; I saw Irwine and Long knocked down; 
there was no firing up to this time, I am sure of that ; I did not see what became 
of the gun ; immediately after the police were knocked down, shots were fired ; 
I think there were not lO shots fired ; I heard no order to fire ; there was no 
time ; two men attacked me with stones ; I was struck ; one shot had then been 
fired ; the men did not fire till they thought themselves in great danger ; will swear 
that there was danger, if the police did not fire ; there was a little interval between 
the first and second shot, and the people did not appear to retreat during that 
time, but stood their ground ; we were going up when the serjeant was attacked ; 
the people ran away ; I saw one man kneel down and fire, and heard the ball go 
by me ; he turned about and faced roe ; I was in the same field ; he was more 
than 60 yards off. (Boland here asked, whether the man he saw was kneeling? 
and he said not.) I saw no other man fire ; I was standing by myself when the 
shot was fired ; our men continued down, till Mr. Hill lifted them up. Declines 
to answer whether there was any reloading ; there was a necessity for reloading ; 
there was no order for that ; I think the people would have attacked the police ; 
we had no distress at the time. 

James H'JElroy, sworn. 

I WAS driver to Mr, Blacker ; I went out before the police ; there were four or 
five with me ; I posted notices about these tithes ; we first called at Moore’s, at 

Crossnenagh, 
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Crossnenagli, and took the cow ; three doors were broken, belonging to two dif- 
ferent persons ; I did not hear any demand made, except at one door ; when the 
police left us, I stood within three perches of the fray ; the first man we went to 
went out and shouted ; after that the people began to gather ; he ran towards 
Monaghan ; I heard horns ; I was coming down the road ; I saw country people 
running down, facing the police, sideways ; I saw poles and other sticks, but 
nothing else ; I saw no fire arms ; the serjeant ran forward into the field, and 
desired them to stand back, or he would shoot them j some of the police ran for- 
ward after the serjeant, some with their bayonets, some with the sides of them, and 
some with the butts ; I saw them touch the people to drive them back ; the police 
and country people began to wrestle about a gun ; two of the police guns were 
taken ; the gun the wrestle was about was a police gun ; 1 did not then see the 
serjeant ; when the police were pushing with their guns the people caught hold of 
them ; I think the serjeant was the first man that touched any body; there were 
about 35 or 40 there, but others were coming up ; the people were throwing 
stones ; I saw some of the police staggering ; in about two minutes after they were 
first engaged, I heard shots, six or seven ; the people continued four or five 
minutes on the ground after the firing began ; they then went towards Monaghan ; 
all the firing did not lake up more than three minutes ; Mr. Blacker came up, and 
the main body of police came and pursued the people ; the countrymen took two 
guns ; 1 saw two countrymen fire whilst retreating ; they turned about, and shot at 
the police ; I had seen two of the countrymen take arms from the police ; this was 
near the commencement ; Long and a countryman wrestled some time ; the 
countryman got the gun ; there was no time for the country people to load the 
guns ; no shots were fired after the two fired by the two countrymen ; I saw some 
countrymen fall ; I saw Hughes fall at the end of the turf stack ; this was about 
the middle of the firing ; I cannot say what man killed Hughes ; I saw a boy, who 
seemed hurt, near Hughes, with a blue coat ; he fell ; I saw more bloody ; I believe 
all got away but Hughes ; I saw no man in the crowd with a gun, nor did 1 see 
any gun or musket presented towards Thornhill ; 1 saw nothing like a gun with the 
people ; I was afraid when I saw the crowd ; 1 got a blow of a stone th-at day 
from the crowd ; I saw no arrest by the serjeant; two went quick after the Ser- 
jeant; the crowd w’as from Monaghan. I should have known some of them if 
they belonged to my country ; I did not expect any affray when the police went 
into the field ; I never knew any thing before so bad as this collection ; I had been 
twice before chased ; the people were then collected by horns ; I would have been 
under apprehension horn the mob, considering the nature of my business. 

Bernard Ra-certy, sworn. 

I WAS employed by Mr. Blacker ; I was not present at the affray ; I saw the 
mob and heard horns; they were huzzaing and taking off their hats; I saw things 
like poles ; I saw no fire arms. 

William Carsoii, sworn,. 

1 AM a sub-constable ; I was with Thornhill ; I saw the crowd with one fire- 
lock, pitchforks, stones and a long pole. The fire-lock was in front, the man was 
in the centre ; he could be seen from the road ; 1 first saw them on a hill at a 
distance ; they came running down that hill, cheering and screaming and blowing 
horns ; we were ordered to load ; the people stopped and cheered ; the man with 
the gun brought it up to a level, and presented it to us ; 've were on the road the 
serjeant said if he drew' a trigger he would shoot him ; the serjeant raised his piece, 
and then the man brought down his ; the serjeant ordered a few men to follow 
him ; the serjeant then went out and I with him : the serjeant went forward and 
gripped the firelock, and I also gripped it ; I had it in my left hand ; two country- 
men came forward and attempted to take my arms ; I then let go ; one man 
attempted to throw me ; I kept my gun ; our men extricated me. There was no 
firing then ; I turned round to get ray carbine free, and I received a stroke with a 
stone in the back of the neck; it cut my jacket behind ; I was stunned, hut did 
not fall ; I got up and saw two of our men knocked down, one with a stone ; no 
shot had been fired up to this. Immediately after a shot was fired ; I was after- 
wards attacked with stones ; 1 got a blow which shattered my finger; I was pur- 
sued down a field by the people, by more than 10 ; they drove me towards the 
Monaghan side ; the people began to retreat; I heard the people cry Garryowen 
179. c at 
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at first; the serjeant bid the man surrender in the Kings name ; this was before 
he came up to the people ; it was lo or 15 perches off. I saw one of our men 
lying without his firelock ; this was before the main body of the people retreated ; 
the people stood after the first shot was fired ; stones were thrown both before and 
after the firing began ; the people appeared disposed to attack us ; I think crowds 
continued to come up all the time ; I think there were 1 00 or more. 

William Fordi sub-constable, sworn. 

I WENT into the field with Thornhill ; I saw a firelock in the crowd, and pitch- 
forks, sticks, See. ; they were very riotous; as we went towards the party, the man 
with the firelock cocked it and brought it to present to the serjeant ; the serjeant 
said if he fired he would shoot him ; the man lowered the piece ; the serjeant 
desired the man to surrender his gun in the King’s name, and went forward to take 
the piece ; after this stones were thrown ; I was hit with a stone ; I was attacked 
with a pitchfork ; there were no shots up to this time j I was beat out to the left ; 
they attempted to take my gun ; this was before the firing ; I was hit in four places 
with stones ; there was no order to fire ; I saw the people retreating ; I cannot 
say whether there were any shots then ; I think from the appearance of the people 
they would have attacked us ; my jacket was torn with a pitchfork ; they were 
coming up ail tlie time ; there were 1 00 at the least ; if we had gone on the people 
would have been behind us. 

re-examined. 

In Smith’s house and in the barn, I saw potatoes and blankets and quilts, and 
milk ; I saw orily in the house lumber such as a table ; there were chairs and stools ; 
I thought they were not value ; I do not know who opened the barn ; I think 
Marlow broke it open ; Marlow went into the house and said there was no value ; 
he is not well. 

No other witness having come forward, the examination here closed. 



Copy of the AFFIDAVITS referred to in Mr. Greene’s Report. 

Coanty of Armagh,! Before the Magistrates composing the Petty Sessions at 
to wit. /Keady in said County. 

The information of James M‘Flroy, of Keady, in said county, who being duly 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth and saith, That he has repeatedly gone 
out for the purpose of receiving the tithes due the Reverend J. S. Blacker, in the 
district of Camagh, and also to assist in serving civil bills for the recovery of same ; 
that during the last year, in particular, he was attacked and forced to fly for his 
life, and had not a party of the police appeared on the road, he does not know 
what might have happened. This occurred in the month of December last. In- 
formant firmly believes that it would be impossible to collect the tithes of that 
district without the aid and support of either military or police. ,,5^. 

Sworn before us, the 25th November 1834. James X^JiFFlro^. 

(signed) Ff^ancis Sti'inger, 

Henry L. Prentice. 



County of Armagh,) Before the Magistrates composing the Petty Sessions at 
to wit. j Keady, in said county. 

The information of Francis Kernan, civil bill officer for said county, who 
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth and sait^ That he has fre- 
quently attempted to serve civil bills in the district of Camagh for the recovery of 
tfthes due the Reverend J. S. Blacker ; that be and his assistants have been 
beaten off, and obliged to fly for their lives ; that informant verily believes it 
wodd be impossible to serve civil bills, or in sbort to collect tithes in that district, 
without the aid and protection of either military or police. 

C , . , . , , , (signed) F. M‘Keman. 

sworn betore us, this aist day of November 1834. 

(signed) Francis Stringer, 

Henry L. Prentice. 
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County of Armagh, "( Before the Magistrates composing the Petty Sessions in 

to wit- J said county. 

The information of William Long and John Inin, sab-constables, who beino- 
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, depose and say. That in the month of De- 
cember last, when on duty, putting up Government Proclamations in the district 
called Camagh, they observed a large mob of some hundreds, mostly armed with 
large bludgeons, in pursuit of Francis M'Kernan, civil bill officer; that on their 
coming up to them, they parleyed with them for a few minutes, which gave .said 
M‘ Reman and his assistants time to escape ; informants further say, that had they 
not appeared at the time, said MTCernan would have been in imminent dano-er of 
his life, as they verily believe. Informants did not knovr any of the persons in 
said mob. (signed) John Irwin, 

William Long. 

Sworn before us, this 2 1st day of November 1834. 

(signed) Francis Stringer, 

Heniy L. Prentice. 



County of Armagh,! Before the Magistrates composing the Petty Sessions at 
to wit. J Ready, in said county. 

The voluntary affidavit of Reverend James Stewart Blacker, rector of the 
parish of Ready, saith, That he has repeatedly attempted during the last year, both 
by fair means and also by civil bill process, to recover the tithes due to him in 
that portion of the said parish, designated “ Camagh,” composing four town- 
lands (the property of William Irwin, esq.) for the year 1833, and partly for 
1832 ; that the civil bill officers have been beaten off, and threatened with loss of 
life, if they even attempted to serve any process there. Deponent further saith, 
that he offered to give the landlord 15 per cent, for the collection of said tithes; 
and lastly saith, from his own personal knowledge of the people, that it would be 
impossible to collect said tithes without the assistance of police or military, as 
murder would inevitably take place, if such were attempted. 

(signed) James S. Blacket-. 

Sworn before os, this. i8th day of November 1834. 

(signed) Henry L. Prentice, J. P. 

Francis. Stringer, J. P. 



Copy of the REQUISITION of the Magistrates. 

Sir, 

We, the undersigned Magistrates, having received information on oath that 
resistance will be offered to the Reverend James Blacker in the collection of his 
tithes, and understanding that he means to send out his collectors on Monday next 
for that purpose, we require the attendance of as many of the police under your 
command as will be sufficient to protect them. The police not to be employed, 
unless under the superintendence of a magistrate. 

To George S. Hill, esq. We are, &c. 

Newtown Hamilton. (signed) Henry L. Prentice. 

Francis Stringer. 



Copy of SURGEON’S REPORT of the Injuries sustained by the Police. 

Long. 

A TRANSVERSE wouiid about two and a half inches long on the back of the head 
below the great arch of the occiputal bone. This appeared caused by a moderately 
sharp weapon, as the edge of a spade, and given with great violence, the instrument 
having passed down the surface two inches above the wound, cutting OS’ the hair, 
and bruising the scalp before it entered the flesh. 

A wound about an inch and a half in length, and about an inch in front of the 
vertex, or top of the head. This appeared as if Caused by a sword, or some 
similer sharp weapon. 

A wound about two inches and a half in length, and two inches in front of the 
ast-mentioned wound. This wound seemed as if produced by a- club, or some 
similar blunt weapon. The edges being generally bruised and swoln, 

17Q. c 2 A wound 
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A wound about three inches in front of the last, of considerable extent, greatly 
rao*ged and lacerated, and part of the scalp literally torn out of the centre. Thi.s 
wound appeared as if caused by a point or points of a rough-pointed stone. 

About half an inch on the right of the last-mentioned wound, is a wound of 
about an inch in length, which appears caused by the sharp edge of a stone or a 
spade. Close to the hairy scalp on the forehead, above the left eyebrow, there is 
another wound of small extent, but apparently caused by a round stone, and with 
considerable violence. 

On the left side of the head, there are three other wounds, apparently produced 
by stones or round clubs. 

The first five wounds mentioned above, penetrate to the shull ; and the whole 
head, on passing the hand over it, when the patient was first visited, conveyed 
the sensation as if beaten to a pulp, having so many contusions over, and the scalp 
being so much swoln. 

h'wbu 

About an inch above the tip, the nose is divided transversely by a wound pene- 
trating down through it to the face. This wound appears to be caused by one of 
the prongs of a pitchfprk being thrust through from the left to the right side, and 
tearing the lower from the upper part of the nose. 

A punctured wound in the right eyebrow. This appears caused by the second 
prong of the same fork, which wounded the nose. On the left side of the head 
there are two other wounds, which appear as if caused by stones. 

Carson. 

A compound fracture of the second bone of the little finger of the left hand. 

Craig. 

A wound above the right eyebrow, which appears caused by a sharp stone. 

Agenton. 

A wound on the back of the head, appearing as if produced by a sharp edged 
weapon. Besides the wounds already mentioned, many of the policemen, particu- 
larly Long and Irwin, had many severe contusions on different parts of the body. 
Long and Agenton laboured under symptons of concussion of the brain, so severe 
as in the latter to require the abstraction of upwards of 40 ounces of blood from 
the arm, jugular vein and temples, with other appropriate treatment, to subdue the 
tendency to inflammation of the brain. Agenton is still in such a state as to make 
removal to any distance, or agitation of any kind, highly dangerous. 

(signed) Samuel Magee. 

Keady, 29th December 1834. 



Copt of the INQUEST and the other Documents connected with the 
Transactions at Keady. 

County of Armagh, 1 An INQUISITION taken for our Lord the King, in the 
to wit. j townland of Crossnanenagb, in said county, the 3d day of 
Tecember 1834, before Michael Magee, one of His Majesty’s Coroners for said 
county, on view of the body of James Hughes, then and. there lying dead, upon 
the oath of 

1. Dennis Brennan. 

‘ 2 . James Dobbin. 

3. Henry Gonnell. 

4. Robert Campbell. 

5. James Beatty. 

6. Bernard Woods. 

7. William Rick. 

8. John Kidd. 

9. Robert Freeland. 

10. Samuel Rolston. 

11. William Kerr. 

12. John Seamer. 

Good and lawful men of said 
there duly sworn and charged to inquire for our said Lord the King when, how 

and 



13. Alexander Campbell. 

14. John Hughes. 

15. Francis M‘Kee. 

16. Patrick Mallon. 

17. Peter Rush. 

18. William Kelly. 

19. Cornick O'Neal. 

20. Patrick Cunningham. 

21. George Rogers. 

22. Henry M'Carragher. 

23. Peter Feaghaii. 

y, duly chosen, and who being then and 
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and by what means the said James Hughes came to his death, do say, that a 
certain policemen, at present unknown, being aided and assisted by many otlier 
persons, at present also unknown, on the 1st day of December instant, at Car« 
rickaduff, in said county, in and upon the said James Hughes did make an 
assault, and that the said policeman, unknown, a certain gun of the value of one 
pound, loaded with gunpowder and leaden bullet, to and against the left arm and 
left side of the said James Hughes did then and there shoot on and discharge, which 
said bullet entered into and through the body of the said James Hughes, of which 
said wound the said James Hughes then and there instantly died ; and the jurors 
aforesaid do say that the said policeman, unknown, and others also, unknown, the 
said James Hughes did then and there kill and murder. In witness whereof the 
said Jurors and Coroner have hereunto set their hands and seals, the day and 
year fiJ'St within written. 

Den 7 iis Brennan (seal.) 

James Dobbin (seal.) 

Hari'y Gonnel (seal.) 

Robert Campbell (seal.) 

James Beatty (seal.) 

Bernard Woods (seal.) 

William Beck (seal.) 

John Kidd (seal.) 

Ti'ancis M'-Kee (seal.) 

Peter Rush (seal.) 

Cornich O^Neal (seal. 

Robert Freeland (seal.) 



Sa^nuel Ralston (seal.) 
William Kerr (seal.) 

John Seymour (seal.) 
Alexa 7 \der Campbell (seal.) 
Hemy M‘Carragher (seal.) 
George Roger's (seal.) 
Patrick Cunningham (seal.) 
Patrick Mallon (seal.) 

John Hughes (seal.) 

Peter Feaghan (seal.) 
William Kelly (seal.) 

Michael Magee (seal.) Coroner. 



County of Armagh,) Infoumations of witnesses taken on behalf of our 
'to wit. j Sovereign Lord the King, in the townland of Crossnanenagh, 
in said county, this 3d day of December 1 834, before me, Michael Megee, one of 
His Majesty’s Coroners for said county, touching the death oi James Hughes then 
and there lying dead, as follows : 

Patrick Hughes, of Crossnanenagh, in the parish of Keady, barony of Tureny, 
in said county, sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, saith, He is son of the said James 
Hughes the deceased ; saith, that on Monday last the 1st day of December instant, 
about the hour of 10 o’clock in the morning, he was standing near his father, the 
deceased, in the townland of CarrickadufF in said county, the said James Hughes, 
the deceased, was standing on a rock, there were about seven or eight policemen 
about five or six perches distance from deceased, they had each a gun. Informant 
saw one of the policemen present his gun, which he fired off, and the said James 
Huo-hes staggered for some time ; he shouted and put his hand on his side and 
saicT he was done. Informant went into his aunt’s house, Bridget Smith’s, and 
shortly after came out and saw the policemen running down the field and firing 
after the country people. Informant went to his father, he was then lying dead ; 
he had the mark of a bullet shot on his left arm which entered his left side, it 
passed through the deceased’s body and went out on his right side. Informant 
did not see his father, the deceased, commit any assault or attempt to give any 
offence to the policemen ; he does not know any of the policemen by name; he 
did not observe any persons with his father when he was shot ; the policeman who 
shot his father was at some distance below him ; the policemen fired several 
shots at the country people. 

Catherine Hughes, of Crossnanenagh aforesaid, widow, mother of said Patrick 
Hughes, acknowledges to be bound to our Lord the King m the sum of 50;., 
conditioned that said Patrick Hughes will attend and prosecute the foregoing at 
next Armagh Assizes. 



Sworn before me, Michael Magee, Coroner. 
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Waller M'Lmighlin, of Tullynagrove, in the parish of Micknow, in the barony 
of Cranmorne, and county of J\Jonaghan, farmer, sworn; saith, On iMonday last 
the first instant, about the hour of ten o’clock in the morning, informant was 
walkino- on the public road in the townland of CarrickadufF, in said county of 
Armao-h, he saw a number of policemen, between lo and 15 as he thinks, he saw 
a man° in the front of the policemen, and heard him ordering them to charge. 
They went over the motion of charging ; he saw the policemen advance on the 
road for a short distance ; he saw the policemen go off the road to where there 
was a number of countrymen ; he saw the first policemen who went to the conntry- 
men, present their guns at the countrymen, and pointed the muzzles of the guns 
up to the countrymen’s breasts ; the countrymen put up their hands to the guns 
and took hold of them ; the countrymen and policemen struggled for some time, 
and shortly after the policemen commenced firing their guns towards the country- 
men ; the countrymen were throwing stones at the policemen, and the policemen 
firing at the countrymen ; he was about 1 0 or 12 perches distance from them ; 
he saw two of the countrymen, having a pole or gun in their hands ; he did not 
observe the deceased James Hughes among the crowd. 

Informant acknowledges to be bound to our Lord the King, in the sum of 50/,, 
conditioned he will prosecute the foregoing at next assizes of Armagh. 

Sworn before me, Michael Magee^ Coroner. Walter M^Loughlin, 

William Kerr, of CarrickadufF, in said county, farmer, sworn upon the Holy 
Evangelists; saith, That upon Monday last, the 1st instant, about the hour of 
10 o’clock in the forenoon, he was going up the road to meet the policemen, to 
get a receipt from them for payment of his tithe; the policemen were coming 
forward on the road, and the countrymen had stopped on the rock, and informant 
heard a man, unknown to informant, desire the policemen to prime and make 
ready; the policemen then advanced on the road, about four or five perches 
towards where the countrymen were standing; there were about six or seven in 
number of the policemen. The policemen advanced off the road into the field, 
and went to where the countrymen vvere standing, and presented their guns at the 
countrymen. Informant thinks the countrymen were endeavouring to take hold 
of the guns, and informant saw the policemen strike the countrymen on the 
head with the guns; the countrymen then began throwing stones at the policemen, 
and the policemen then began firing at the countrymen ; he does not know any 
of the countrymen who were assembled ; there were not 20 countrymen assem- 
bled on the rock at the time ; after the policemen had went away, he saw the 
deceased carried away, he was then dead ; he has not the least doubt in his mind 
but that it was some one of the policemen who shot the said James Hughes; 
there was not any fighting amongst the policemen and the countrymen until after 
the policemen had so pointed their guns at the countrymen, and so striking them 
on their heads with their guns. The policemen had a pig seized as a distress for 
tithe due the Rev. James Blacker, the pig he thinks so seized was the property 
of John or James Hughes, of CarrickadufF, and there was not any attempt made 
to rescue the pig ; the police left the pig on the road, and went to where the 
countrymen were standing. He saw two of the countrymen, each having a stick 
or pitchfork in their hands, he is certain it was not a gun they had. 

Informant acknowledges to be bound to our Lord the King 50 L, conditioned he 
will prosecute the foregoing at next Armagh assizes. 

Sworn before me, Michael Magee, Coroner. William Kerr. 

Samuel Magee, of Ready, in said county, surgeon, sworn ; saith, He has 
examined the body of the said James Hughes, he found on his left arm a gun 
shot wound, it passed through his arm ; and also one other wound of a gun shot, 
the bullet entered over the sixth rib, below his breast, passed through his body, 
and came out at the point of the lower false rib of his right side, both %vounds 
evidently caused by tlie same bullet ; the last wound which passed through his 
body was the cause of his death. * 

Informant acknowledges to be bound to our Lord the King in the sum of 100/., 
conditioned he will prosecute the foregoing at next Armagh assizes. 

Sworn before me, Michael Magee, Coroner. Samuel Magee. 

Edward 
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Edzoard Hughes, of Crossnanagh aforesaid, farmer, sworn ; saith, On Monday 
last the 1st instant, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, he was within two or three 
yards of liis brother, the said James Hughes, the deceased, in the townland of 
Carrickaduff, deceased was standing above informant, when informant saw a 
policeman, whose back was towards the deceased, turning round ; the policeman 
stood within about two or three yards distance from the deceased ; he, the police- 
man, had a gun in his hands, which he presented at deceased, and fired at deceased, 
and immediately after he so fired off said gun, the deceased put his hand on his 
left breast, and said, “ Murder ; I am done he stepped up about three or four 
yards, and there was another policeman came forward, and presented his gun at 
him, this informant, when one or two persons came forward and seized said gun; 
the policeman kept a hold of the gun, the muzzle of said gun was pointed fair for 
informant’s breast ; informant put up his band to the muzzle of the gun, knocked 
the barrel of the gun to one side, which gun then went off, and was discharged. 
Informant is of opinion he would have been then shot if he had not so turned' the 
barrel of the gun from bis breast ; informant does not know the policeman who 
shot his brother, or the policeman who attempted to shoot him ; he saw sejjeant 
Rogers among the fighting party some short time before his brother was killed ; 
deceased was going to the funeral of Owen Moan, of Lurganboy, at the time the 
said James Hughes was shot, there were about three or four persons in company 
with deceased ; he does not know of deceased giving any offence to the police- 
men previous to his being shot. 

Informant acknowledges himself to be bound to our Lord the King in the sum 
of 50/. conditioned he will prosecute the foregoing at next assizes of Armagh. 

Sworn before me, this day and year aforesaid, „ , , 7 

Michael Magee, Coroner. Edxvard ^^^Hughes. 

Crown Office, Armagh, 24th March 1835. 

I certify, that the foregoing is a true copy of the original inquisition and depo- 
sitions now remaining of record in this office. 

Leonard Dobbin, Clerk, Crown. 



From the Rev. Mr. Blacke?' to Sir William Gosset. 

Rectory, Keady, Co, Armagh, 

Sir, November 12, 1S34. 

I AM under the necessity of applying to the Government for assistance, in the 
collection of the tithes due by a small portion of this parish for 1 833, and part of 
1 832. I have in vain tried fair means, and also tried to have processes served, but 
the persons who tried to serve them have been repeatedly beaten off, and forced 
to escape for their lives. It is the last time I shall apply for any assistance, as the 
entire parish is now under the late Act, and the landlords have undertaken the 
payment of the tithes. The distance troops would have to march from Armagh, 
would at the greatest point not exceed nine miles, and one day collect it all. Be- 
lieve me, I would not trouble you with this application, had not every other 
means failed. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James S. Blacker, 

Rector of Keady. 



From Mr. Littleton to Rev. Mr. Blacker. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 14 November 1834. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 1 2th instant, in which you request assistance 
to enable you to collect an arrear of tithes due to you by a part of the parish of 
Keadv. In reply, I beg to inform you, that you must submit affidavits, proving- 
some act of forcible resistance, or such other facts as will show that life may be 
endangered, or that the public peace must certainly be disturbed, if extraordinary 
means are not employed. 

The magistrates will, on the production to them of such affidavits, act on their 
own judgment and responsibility ; and one of them, I should observe, ought to 
accompany any extraordinary force that may be ordered out. 

f I am, &c. 

(signed) E. J. Littleton. 

179. C4 From 
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From Sir Frederick Sloven to Sir William Gosset. 

Sir, Dublin, 3 December 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, 
various documents from Sub-inspector Henry and Chief Constables Hill and Duff, 
relative to the assembling- of a police force at Ready, by order of the magistrates, 
for protection, during the collection of arrears of tithe due the Rev. J. Blacker. 
]\Ir. Blacker himself accompanied the force in his capacity of magistrate. 

The police were 29 in number, but appear to have been injudiciously divided, 
and a mob of about 60 of the peasantry rushed on a division of 10, who were in 
front with the bailiff, and severely injured and disarmed three of them. 

The police fired some shots, and one man has been killed. Upon a due con- 
sideration of the several statements relative to this unfortunate affair, I cannot but 
conclude that the direction and management of the police under Chief Constable 
Hill was most erroneous and defective. 

I must further remark, that although Mr. Blacker was shown the letter directing 
that no police force should be employed in the collection of tithes, except by the 
special order of his Excellency (dated 29th March ultimo) he considered the letter 
of the Chief Secretary, of the 14th November, to supersede that instruction, and 
acted accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Fred. Sloven. 



(Enclosures.) 

From Sab-Inspector Henry to Sir F. Sloven. 

Armagh, 30 November 1834. 

Having just this moment received the enclosed note from Chief Constable Hill, I lose no 
time m transmitting it for your consideration and directions, as by it yon will perceive that 
the Rev. James Blacker intends to commence driving for tithes to-morrow, in his narish 
of Ready. ^ 

You will perceive, by a memorandum of Mr. Blacker also enclosed, that he has of himself 
been directing the assemblage of the police for the same purpose. Probably by a reference 
to Sir W. Gosset’s letter of the 17th of April last, conveying his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant’s orders respecting the employment of the constabulary on tithe duty, you may think 
proper to suspend their attendance on this occasion, until some communication may be made 
to you on the subject. *' 

Chief Constable Hill does not mention the name of the magistrate who is to accompany 
him ; but It would appear by Mr. Blacker’s memorandum from the “ Ready Bench ” that 
he IS to be the person, and in his own case. * 

(signed) JT"* Henry. 



From the same to the same. 

I ENCLOSE a Report which Chief Constable Hill has just handed to me, but whom I^havc 
directed to return to Ready, and remain there in chaige of the men of his district at that 
station. I have also communicated with the Earl of Gosford on the subject, and a meeting 

«n acquaint yoS 

I return enclosed S,r W posset’s letter which Mr. Duff sent me last night, and which 

Sfd t P'-^''i'>'«tohis accompanying him on 

a" ™ reply, after riding it, 

was, that he would be responsible. “ 

.1, Constable Hill had 29 men with him on this occasion, and did not state to Mr. Blacker 
that that force was inadequate to the duty, nor does he now say he so considered it. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Will”' Henry. 

. the deputy lieutenants, thinks it better that no steps should 

be taken respecting the recovery of the carbines, until it can be done leo-alli by the 

direction of the lieutenant 01 the county and the magistrates o j j 

paris*h!f Kead;.*"‘ was sfi/. due to the Rev. Mr. Blacker, in the 



From Chief Constable Hill to Sir P. Sloven. 

On Saturday last I received a requisition from Messrs. String^Tn^'pr^nTice’ the n’re- 
sidinv ma^strates at Ready Petty Sessions, to proceed with tfe strength of my dLnct 

him\ Se^?Uh oTKcaS™‘“‘ fo' ^ue to 



While 
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While discharging this duty with Mr. Blacker as magistrate, ten men then in advance 
were attacked by the mob (who had been collecting with horns, and the cheers from different 
hills) and five of the sub-constables were very seriously hurt with stones and other weapons. 

The men in self-defence fired about jive shots, and I have heard that two men were killed 
from the effects. 

While the mob were retreating, two of them turned behind a ditch, and fired at sub-con- 
stable Ford and myself, as I conceive, for no others were then in view. 

All the other sub-constables who were in advance, were more or less injured from the 
effects of the attack made by the mob. 

During the conflict, three of the men’s carbines were wrested from them while in a state 
of insensibility, and have not been since recovered. 

I have, &c. 

Col. Sir F. Stoven, k.c.b. (signed) G. 5 . Hill, C.C.P. 

P.S. The occurrence alluded to took place in the most southern part of Keady parish, 
close to a mill, the property of John Irwin, esq., about three miles and a half from Keady, 

(signed) G. S. Hill. 



Sub-Inspector Menry to 

Sir, Annagh, Q Dec. 1834. 

With reference to my letter of yesterday’s date, enclosing Chief Constable Hill’s report of 
the affair near Keady, I am now to acquaint you that the Earl of Gosford attended here this 
day with a few magistrates, to investigate the matter, but after a short deliberation, and 
nothing particular being elicited, deferred any further inquiry till after the inquest, which is 
to be held in Keady to-morrow, on the body of one of the country people alleged to have been 
killed by the police, and at which I shall attend. 

I enclose a copy of Mr. Littleton’s letter, upon which the magistrates issued the requi- 
sition to Chief Constable Hill, and am to observe that I only this day obtained it at the in- 
vestigation, having never before heard of or seen it, neither had Lord Gosford any knowledge 
of such a document. 

I am, &.C. 

(signed) Wilf' Henry, Sub-Inspector. 



From the Earl of Gosford to Sir William Gosset. 

Sir, Gosford, 1st Dec. 1 834. 

I HAVE just received the enclosed from the sub-inspector in Armagh. I have 
also seen the Rev. James Jones, a magistrate of this county, and he bad bad a 
conversation with Chief Constable Hill, who informed him that some of the people 
who attacked the police had firelocks, and that a bullet from one of them passed 
close to his head. I mean to go into Armagh early to-morrow to make further 
inquiry into the matter. I have stated all the information I am at present in pos- 
session of.’ 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 

(Enclosure.) 

From Sub-Inspector Henry to Earl of Gosford. 

My Lord, Armagh, 1 Dec. 1834 

I AM to acquaint your Lordship that this morning about seven o clock, Chiet Lqnstable 
Hill proceeded with 29 of the constabulary, by a requisition from Messrs. Prentice and 
Stringer, the magistrates presiding at the Heady Petit Sessions, and accompanied by one 
macristrate (the Reverend James Blacker) to assist him as tithe owner in the parish of Keady, 
to distrain for an arrear of tithes amounting due to. that gentleman for the year 1833; 

and upon this force commencing their duty, they were attacked by the country people in, 
great number, at about three miles and a half from Keady, and near to Mr. Irwin s mm, 
when a conflict ensued ; five of the police are badly wounded, and it is supposed two of the 
country people killed, and most probably some wounded. The police fired only five shots 

on the occasion. ^ . t 

(signed) William, Henry, Sub-inspector. 



From the Earl of Gosford, to Sir W. Gosset 
gjj. Gosford, 2 Dec. 1834. 

I WENT into Armagh this day for the purpose of procuring information as to the 
particulars of what took place near Keady yesterday, and I beg to inform you that 
I have little to add. to what I have already communicated. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, I considered it best not to proceed with 
the investigation, in order to wait until the coroner's inquest has been held^, which 
will take place to-morrow. I find only one man was killed ; _ there is another very 
badly wounded ; one of the constables is not expected to live, and some others 
severely wounded. 

179 ^ 
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The people who appeared before us to-day, conceive that the mob came from a 
distance, as they could not identify any of them. In short, it is one of the many 
melancholy proofs we have had, of the evils arising from the tithe system. If I 
hear any thing further, I shall not fail to acquaint you. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 



From Sir William Gosset to the Earl of Gosford. 

My Lord, Dublin, 3 Dec. 1834. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to return his Excellency’s thanks for 
your Lordship’s communications regarding the unfortunate affair at Keady. 

In consequence of not having received the report of the coroner’s inquest, his 
Excellency deems it premature to offer any opinion or give any directions regard- 
ing it. But it does appear that there was a want of discretion somewhere. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IP* GosseL 



From Chief Constable Hill to the Chief or Under Secretary. 

Sir, Armagh, Dec. 2, 1834, 

I BEG leave to state that on Saturday last I received a requisition from Messrs. 
Stringer and Prentice, the magistrates presiding at Keady Petty Sessions, to 
proceed with the strength of my district from Keady on the 1st., to protect 
the Rev. James Blacker in the distraining for tithes due him in the parish of 
Keady. 

While discharging this duty with Mr. Blacker as magistrate, 10 men, then in 
advance, were attacked by the mob (who had been collecting with horns and 
cheers from different hills), and five of the sub-constables were very seriously in- 
jured with stones and other weapons. 

The men in self-defence fired about five shots, and I have heard that two men 
were killed from the effects. 

While the mob were retreating two of them turned behind a ditch and fired at 
Sub-Constable Ford and myself (as 1 conceive) for no others were in view. 

All the other sub-constables who were in advance, were more or less injured 
from the effects of the attack made by the mob. 

During the conflict three of my men’s carbines were wrested from them while 
in a state of insensibility. 

The occurrence alluded to took place in the most southern end of Keady parish, 
in the townland of Carrickaduff close to Mr. Irwin’s mill, and about three miles 
and a half from Keady. I have &c. 

(signed) Geoj'ge J. Hill, Chief Constable. 



From Sir William Gosset to Chief Constable Hill 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 4 December 1 834. 

I SUBMITTED to the Lords Justices your report of the attack made by the 
country people on your party, when protecting the Reverend James Blacker in 
distraining for tithes in the parish of Keady, on which occasion two of the pea- 
santry where shot by the police, whom you state fired in self defence. 

Their Excellencies conceive that there has been a want of discretion in this 
instance, in employing so small a force for the preservation of the public peace, 
when a violation of it was expected ; and their Excellencies desire that it may be 
understood as an indispensable rule on the part of the police, never to attempt 
such a service with an inadequate force. I am &c. 

(signed) William Gosset. 

From Sir W. Gosset to Messrs. Stringer and Prentice, Magistrates. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 4 December 1834. 

Chief Constable Hill having reported to the Government, that in consequence 
of a requisition from you, he attended with his party to afford protection to the 
Rev. Mr. Blacker when distraining for his tithes in the parish of Keady, and that 

while 
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while in the performance of that duty, he was attacked by large numbers of the 
peasantry, and the police ultimately obliged to fire in their own defence, whereby 
two of the country people were shot. 

The Lords Justices desire me to observe, that there appears to them to have 
been on this occasion a want of discretion which is much to be regretted, in 
employing so small a force for the preservation of the public peace, when a viola- 
tion of it was expected ; and their Excellencies command me to impress, in the 
strongest manner, as an indispensable duty on the part of magistrates and police, 
not to attempt such a service with an inadequate force. 

I have &c. 

(signed) William Gossei. 



From the Earl of Gosford to Sir William Gosset. 

Sir, Gosford, 6 December 1834. 

Enclosed 1 send you the letter I received from the Coroner who held the 
inquest on the body of the man who was killed in the tithe affray near Ready. 
The evidence taken by the Coroner will go to you by this night’s post. The 
three carbines taken from the police have been sent to Mr. Dobbin, J. P. in 
Armagh. This was done by the advice and exertion of the Rev. Mr. Coleman, P. P. 

I have &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 

(Enclosure.) 

From Mr. Michael Magee, Coroner, to the Earl of Gosford. 

My Lord, Armagh, December 4, 1834. 

On the morning of yesterday I went to the house of the late James Hughes, deceased, in 
the townland of Crossnenagh, a distance of three miles from Ready, where I was obliged 
to hold the inquest, as many of the jurors and witnesses would not come to Ready. From 
the evidence of the different witnesses examined before the jury, it appeared that the police- 
men committed the first assault on the country people, by striking them with their guns, 
when the countrymen began throwing stones at the policemen, and the police commenced 
firing on the country people, when the deceased James Hughes was shot through the body, 
and immediately after died. The jury found a verdict of murder against a policeman whose 
name is at present unknown, aided and assisted by many others also unknown. 

I have &c. 

(signed) Michael Magee. 



From Sir W. Gosset, to the Earl of Gosford. 

My dear Lord, Dublin, 10 December 1S34. 

The Lords Justices have directed me to state to your Lordship that they con- 
template sending a legal gentleman to assist in investigating the Ready affray, if 
you should deem such a step advisable. I am, &c. 

(signed) William Gosset. 



From the Earl of Gosford to Sir William Gosset. 

My dear Sir, Gosford, ii December 1834. 

Should the Lords Justices determine on having an investigation into the 
Ready affair, I think their Lordships would be quite right in sending down a 
legal gentleman to assist. Homicide having been committed, it \^ould, 1 conceive, 
be desirable to have such assistance, in order to guard the parties against injury in 
the event of a trial taking place. The day after the Ready business, I went into 
Armagh for the purpose of inquiring into the matter ; this ivas previous to the 
coroner’s inquest on the body of the man that was killed. I examined two or 
three witnesses, but found it so delicate a matter, that I considered it advisable 
to proceed no further with the investigation, and I accordingly adjourned the 
meeting. ^ 

(signed) Gosford. 



179 - 
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From Sir Frederick Stoven, Inspector-General of Ulster, to Sir W. Gasset* 

Sir, Dungannon, 13 December 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for the information of the Lords Justices, the 
Report of Chief Constable Hill, stating* that vast numbers of the peasantry assem- 
bled on the 10th instant, near Ready, in expectation of a renewal of the collection 
of tithes. Many were armed, and shots were fired, some of which were with ball. 
This display of force may be fairly attributed to the victory, for it was nothing less, 
which the peasantry achieved over the police on the 1st instant; and I here 
venture to suggest, that no collection of tithe should be attempted by the magis- 
trates, except under previous arrangement with the Inspector-General, when care 
will be taken, and measures adopted, to produce a force which shall preclude a 
chance of resistance. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Fred. Stoven. 

(Enclosure.) 

From Chief Constable Hill to Sir -F. Stoven. 

Sir, Ready Petty Sessions, Dec. 12, 1834. 

I HAVE received information from Arthur Irwine, esq., senior, of Violet Hill, that on the 
10th instant, upwards of 1,000 men assembled in the townland of CarrickadufF, on the 
different hills, numbers of them armed with guns and pistols, others with pikes, and dif- 
ferent kinds of weapons, who shouted No rents, no tithes;” and continued blowing horns 
and firing shots, till about 1 o’clock, p.m., when about 30 of them formed line, and fired by 
files from right, to left. 

Several balls were fired, and one whizzed quite close to Mr. Irwine, who says at least 150 
shots were fired. 

The mob began to separate at 2 o’clock p.m., as they then gave up hopes of seeing the 
police and military, who were expected out there on tithe duty again. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Geo. J. Hill. 



From Sir W. Gasset to Mr. Serjeant Greene. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 16 December 1834. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Justices to forward to you the enclosed Papers 
from the Inspector-General of the Province of Ulster, &c. connected with the 
affray which lately took place at Ready, between the police and the country people, 
during the collection of tithes due to the Rev. J. Blacker. 

And as the Lords Justices deem it proper that the transaction in question should 
be fully investigated, their Excellencies desire that you will be pleased to proceed to 
Armagh for that purpose, and transmit your Report of the result for their con- 
sideration. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) TV^ Gossei. 



From the Earl of Gosford to Sir W* Gasset. 

My dear Sir William, Gosford, 16 Dec. 1834. 

i itEGiiET I did not receive the enclosed in time to forward it to you by last 
night s post. I should suppose that the investigation must be postponed : in which 
case, perhaps I had best find out from Mr. Henry the earliest day he conceives the 
•wounded policeman may be able to attend the investigation. Under existing 
circumstances, I can make no arrangements until I hear from you what the Lords 
Justices determine on. 

Believe me, &c. 

(signed) Gosford* 

(Enclosure.) 



From Sub-Inspector Henry to Earl of Gosford. 

I j T , , • , Armagh, 15 December 1834. 

1 HATE received your Lordship’s note, and as the presence of all the police will of course 
be necessary at the contemplated investigation, those who are now wounded would be 
material witnesses, they being the persons attacked, and more immediately engaged with 
the country people; and from their state of health at present, think it liely they would not 

be 
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be able to attend before Monday next ; probably not so soon, as one of them is scarcely 
considered out of danger. The appearance of these men will be necessary, to show the 
injury committed upon them. I shall, therefore, feel obliged by your Lordship letting me 
know what day you may fix upon for the investigation. 

(signed) William Henry. 



From the Earl of Gosford to Sir JV. Gossct. 

My dear Sir, Gosford, 1 7 December 1 834. 

I ENCLOSE another letter, which I have received from Mr. Henry, respecting 
the state of the wounded policemen. Under such circumstances, I should suppose 
that the investigation must be postponed. I shall know the determination, I 
suppose, by to-morrow’s post; and in the interim I will make all the preparations 
in my power. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 

(Enclosure.) 

From Sub-Inspector Henry to the Earl of Gosford. 

My Lord, Armagh, 16 December 1834. . 

Since receiving your Lordship’s note this day, I have seen the doctor who is in 
attendance on the policemen who were wounded, and who has infonned me that it would be 
very improper to attempt to put any questions, or do anything to agitate the policeman I 
alluded to m my note of yesterday, as he is only just beginning to recover from an inflam- 
mation of the brain, caused by an injury on his head. 

I am. Sec. 

(signed) W. Henry. 



From Sir W. Gosset to the Earl of Gosford. 

My dear Loi-d, Dublin, 17 December 1834. 

As it is uncertain when the policemen will be able to attend the investigation, 
and as next week will be Christmas week, Mr. Greene proposes next Monday 
week for the day of meeting. 

Pray let me know if that will suit your Lordship. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Goss&t. 



TO their Excellencies the Lords Justices of Ireland, the Memorial of the 
Rev. James S. Blacker, Rector of the Parish of Keady, in the County of 
Armagh, and one of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the Counties 
of Armagh and Dawn. 



M!ost humbly showeth, j*,.* 

THAT Memorialist was obliged in the month of December last to distrain 
a portion of his parish for arrears of tithe due for the years 1832 and i °33 > 
that while in execution of that duty, a conflict ensued between the police employed 
on that duty and the country people, in which a life was lost; (the circumstances 
which led to that, have been fully inquired into by your ^rdship s directions, 
before Mr. Serjeant Greene) ; that on an inquest being held on the hodv of the 
deceased man, before Mr. Michael Magee, the coroner of the county he (the said 
coroner) did make use of expressions, as to Memorialist s interference with 
sending down a jury to try the case, which were not only highly injurious to the 
character of Memorialist, but dso tended in tbe highest degree to exasperate the 
country people against Memorialist and the police. j *k 

Memorialist humbly prays, that an investigation be instituted into the 
conduct of Mr. Magee, that the truth or falsehood of the allegaton may be 
known ; as if true. Memorialist would consider himself unworthy of his profession 
and commission ; and if false, that justice might 

Memorialist could accompany this by several affidavits, but prefers waiting for 
the investigation, and then submitting them. 

And Memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pra^.^^^ 



> 79 ' 



From 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




30 PROCEEDINGS OF INVESTIGATION AT ARMAGH 

From Sir William Gosset to Rev. Mr. Blacker. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 7 January 1835. 

I AM commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
memorial, praying that an investigation may be ordered into the conduct of 
Mr. Magee, the coroner for the county of Armagh. In reply, I am directed to 
acquaint you, that the Attorney General, to whom the subject was referred, is of 
opinion that the Government ought not to interfere in the matter in question. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W" Gosset. 



Extract of a LETTER from Sir Henry Hardmge to Mr. Secretary Goulburn, 
dated Dublin Castle, 21 January 1835. 

Since the unfortunate aSair at Rathcormac, the question of affording military 
aid in enforcing the law for the collection of tithe, has become one of increased 
importance. 

The case I have now to bring before you will afford the means of showing the 
system adopted by the late Government, and will enable the present Government 
to decide how far that system shall be persevered in or modified. 

I am aware of Sir William Gosset’s letter to you of the 17th December 1834, 
and of your reply of the 20th. However, you will, by the papers I now send in 
have a very detailed and complete case before you, and I have thought it right to 
renew the subject. 

I have thirteen applications in the office, the decision upon which has been 
postponed for the present, because the troops and the police are too much engaged 
in preserving the public peace during the elections, to be spared for any other 
duty. In a few days these applications must be answered. 

The case now brought before you is that of the Rev. Mr. Blacker, incumbent of 
the parish of Ready, county of Armagh, who applied to Mr. Littleton for an armed 
force, which was granted, and in the execution of this service a peasant was killed 
by a shot from one of the police. 

I received the Attorney General’s opinion yesterday, regarding the steps which 
it might be proper for the Irish Government to originate, in consequence of the 
coroner’s inquest, and I have this day informed the Lord Lieutenant of my inten- 
tion to write to you, his Excellency concurring in the substance of this commu- 
nication. 

I send you Mr. Slacker’s application of 12th November, for a military force, 
and Mr. Littleton’s answer of 14th November, granting the force, and clearly 
laying down the principle that the party applying for military aid “must submit 
afiidavits proving some act of forcible resistance, or such other facts as will show 
that life may be endangered, or that the public peace must certainly be disturbed 
if extraordinary measures are not employed. The magistrates will, on the pro- 
duction to them of such affidavits, act on their own judgment and responsibility ; 
and one of them, I should observe, ought to accompany any extraordinary force 
that may be ordered out.” ■' 

The affidavits were obtained, and as you will perceive by Mr. Serjeant Greene’s 
Report (who was sent down to investigate the affair), two magistrates sio-ned a 
written order, dated Nov. 28th, directing the chief constable to have a sufficient 
force to protect the bailiffs in distraining for the tithe, and that the police were not 
to be employed, unless under the superintendence of a magistrate. On the 
1st December a force of 29 men was collected; Mr. Blacker was the only mao-is- 
trafe present, whose explanation since made, was, that he applied to two magis- 
trates to go out w'ith the police, and that they declined. ° 

You will not fail to remark the extreme impropriety of any magistrate, and 
more particularly a clergyman, being the only authority who was present to superin- 
tend the employment of an armed force in distraining for tithe due to himself 

The police did not act as bailiffs ; they merely attended to protect the persons 
employed by Mr. B., and that gentleman remained on horseback with the chief 
constable, but at the moment of the affray was at some distance. 

Mr. Serjeant Greene’s Report, and the evidence annexed to 'it, give the whole 
ot the material tacts of what passed. I merely notice in this letter, points, which 
may be oi general application to any case where a military force is required for a 
Similar purpose. ^ 

The 
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The Lord Lieutenant concurs in Mr. Greene’s observations ; and when it is 
ascertained that the case is not likely to be brought before a legal tribunal, the 
Lord Lieutenant will probably state his sentiments to Mr. Blacker, expressing his 
regret that that gentleman should have acted as a magistrate in his own case ; and 
as this improper practice occurred in the Rathcormac case, where Archdeacon 
Ryder and Mr. Collis were present, although accompanied by another magistrate 
who acted, it will be advisable, in replying to any future applications from clergy- 
men, to caution the person who has a pecuniary interest in levying the tithe, on no 
account to be present. This I propose to state in my official letter. 

You will perceive, by the Attorney General’s opinion of yesterday’s date, that 
he does not intend to make any further inquiries with a view to the institution of 
a prosecution; and his opinion is very decidedly given that the homicide was 
legally justifiable as an act of necessary self-defence. 

I also forward a letter written by Sir William Gosset, 29th March 1834, which 
lays down two points for the direction of the police when employed for the pro- 
tection of persons employed in the collection of tithe; 1st. That the force shall be 
an adequate one, to avoid all risk of being overpowered ; and 2dly, That such aid 
is not to be afforded without the Lord Lieutenant’s instructions. 

If an actual breach of the peace occurs, any magistrate is, of course, bound 
promptly to suppress it by the military or police. 

This circular letter was written in consequence of the frequency of the employ- 
ment of troops on the sole responsibility of any magistrate who chose to order out 
a few policemen to protect the drivers distraining for tithes. 

1 also enclose a memorandum referring to the Petty Sessions Act, which pro- 
vides that no constable shall be employed under the authority of a magistrate, in 
the recovery of tithes, or in the levy of rents by distress, &c. except in cases where 
forcible resistance shall have been actually made, and be proved by information 
taken on oath. 



The Lord Lieutenant is sincerely convinced that the clergy of Ireland have 
exercised their rights .with great moderation and disinterestedness ; and that the 
large majority of the clergy feel a deep responsibility as Christians in enforcing 
a right which is so liable to lead to tumult and bloodshed, and that this very large 
class have preferred great distress and poverty rather than risk a collision with 
their parishioners, which might have fatal consequences. 

On the other hand it is obvious that the protection required by the clergymen 
ought not to be withheld, and that very dangerous consequences would ensue if 
the Government were to surrender the right of enforcing the law because a sys- 
tematic combination exists to resist the collection of tithes. 



You will observe in the memorandum of thirteen applications which I send you, 
that the resistance is as great to pay the co7nposiiion of tithe, as the avreara of 
tithe, the latter being Mr. Blacker’s case. 

I do not mix up with this question another very important consideration, viz 
the liability of the clergy on the 1st November last, to pay the instalments due to 
the Crown under the Million Act. After the Commons passed a Bill through the 
House, offering a deduction of 40 per cent, for the abolition of tithe, and after 
the advances made to the clergy under the Million Act, all attempts to collect 
tithe must of course be rendered more difficult, and there can be 110 doubt that 
every collision with the people of the country in enforcing the law’, interposes an 
additional obstacle to the prospect of a future favourable settlement of the question 
of tithe. 



Under all these circumstances, I have thought it advisable to send these papers 
for your perusal, as they will enable you to judge whether any more cautious mode 
of proceeding can be adopted without any surrender of the rights of tithe property, 
which, if relaxed, might probably have the effect of increasing the disorganization 
of society in this country, by eiicourag'ing a resistance to rent, as the next step to 
a successful resistance to tithe. 



I also send a copy of the letter I propose 
applications. 



to write in answer to the postponed 
Yours, &c. 

(signed) H, Hardinge. 



^ 79 * 
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(Circular.) 

Sir, Dublia Castle, 1835. 

Irr reply to your letter of requesting a military force to assist 

in the collection of arrears of due to you, I have to inform you, 

that you must submit affidavits to two or more magistrates, distinctly proving 
some specific act of forcible resistance, or such other facts as will show that there 
is a serious risk of life being endangered, or that the public peace will certainly 
be disturbed, if extraordinary means are not resorted to for the protection of the 
men employed by you in collecting the tithes legally due. 

The magistrates, on the production of such affidavits, will exercise their dis« 
cretion, according to the circumstances of the case, in granting or refusing the 
aid required. 

In the former case at least one of these magistrates ought to accompany the 
civil or military force, and remain with it during the time it is so employed. 

It is the earnest wish of the Lord Lieutenant, that if possible both magistrates 
should personally attend, because it has happened occasionally that the force has 
been divided, and that the presence of a magistrate with each division of the 
force would have been very desirable. 

The Lord Lieutenant earnestly hopes, that no magistrate, having any interest in 
the tithe about to be levied, will be appealed to, to decide upon the grant of mili« 
tary aid, or will take a part in enforcing the levy, or personally appearing on the 
occasion of it. 

The Lord Lieutenant further desires, that this letter to you may he produced 
before the magistrates to whom you may apply for assistance, and that a reference 
should by them be made to the Circular from this office of the 29th March 1 834, 
of which the following is an extract : 

“ His Excellency desires me to impress upon you the necessity of avoiding in all 
cases the risk of performing such duty as this with an inadequate force, and also with 
a view to prevent the unnecessary harrassing of troops and police, that such aid 
is not to be afforded without his Excellency’s instructions. 

If an actual breach of the peace takes place in the collection of tithes, and a 
magistrate upon the spot calls upon either the military or police force to suppress 
it, and enforce the law, they must of course promptly obey the directions they may 
receive.” 

You will be pleased to inform me of the result of your application to the 
magistrates. 

I have, &c. 



From Sir rVilliam Gosset to the Rev. Mr. Blacker. 

Sifj Dublin Castle, 14 February 1835. 

A REPORT of the evidence adduced on the recent inquiry into the transactions 
which occurred near Ready during the collection of your tithes in that parish, 
having been submitted to the Lord Lieutenant, his Excellency cannot avoid inti- 
mating to you, that he disapproves of your having acted as a magistrate in your 
own case, by accompanying the police force granted in that instance for the pre- 
servation of the public peace. ^ 

It is the anxious wish and desire of the Government, that no magistrate having 
any interest in the tithes about to be levied, should be appealed to, to decide upon 
the grant of aid, or take a part in enforcing its payment, or personally appear on 
the occasion of its levy. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) 7 V"^ Gosset. 
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